
VOL. 1 ISSUE 4 Journal of Legal Research and Juridical Sciences ISSN (O): 2583-0066 

www.jlrjs.com 170 

 

INCLUSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPONENTS IN THE LIST OF LEGAL 

PERSONALITY 

Shreya Banerjee* 

ABSTRACT 

India is a rare planet which is needed to be protected. And we never try to protect anything 

unless any kind of binding nature gets imposed on us. We never tried to protect and conserve 

the environment of our own will, we have degraded it so much that today we need to give it a 

legal right to get protected. We all know about the anthropocentric nature of our legislation, 

in which when it is seen that now due to continuous degradation of the environment, the life 

of people get affected because we need an environment to survive. Anyway in many 

international conventions and UN General Assemblies ‘The Right Of Nature’ is being 

propounded since 1956. Thereby it was also mentioned as what are the measures through 

which we can give legal rights to the environment and how they will be beneficial. In several 

countries, several environmental components have been given legal rights. Even in India 

Ganga and Yamuna have given legal rights in 2017. But in the absence of any reasonable 

legislation towards this, neither can be conveyed as to how legal rights can be granted, its 

related aspects, what are the punishments if someone violates this right to environment, and 

who will be the guardian in this case as environmental components cannot utilize this right by 

its own. But in today’s scenario, if we intend to protect and conserve our environment, it is 

very high time to grant some of the legal rights to it and in case of its violation grant certain 

strict punishment. 
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INTRODUCTION 

People have long regarded nature as minimal more than an exploitable asset and we are 

currently living with the outcomes. The alerts from researchers are not adequate any longer. 

In the illumination of the dramatic biodiversity misfortunes we have experienced throughout 

recent many years, we earnestly need to hear the voices of nature itself. Granting legal 

personhood to things like forests, rivers, and species could allow them the best opportunity 
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for endurance and restoration. The term environment has been followed by the French word 

"Environia" which signifies encompass. It alludes to both abiotic (physical or non-living) and 

biotic (living) environments. The word environment implies environmental factors, in which 

creatures live. Environment and life forms are two dynamic and complex parts of nature. 

COMPONENTS OF ENVIRONMENT 

PHYSICAL COMPONENT OF ENVIRONMENT: It incorporates air, water, soil, light, 

temperature, environment, and so forth. These are likewise named abiotic parts of the 

climate. 

BIOLOGICAL COMPONENT OF ENVIRONMENT: It interrelates with the abiotic part of 

the climate. Connection of these two parts structures different biological systems like forest 

environment, pond system, marine biological system, desert environment, etc. 

SOCIAL COMPONENT OF ENVIRONMENT: The third part of climate is the social 

component. This part is primarily comprised of different gatherings of the populace of 

various living creatures like birds, creatures, and so forth Human is the most autonomous and 

clever living life form. 

LEGAL PERSON 

Salmond characterizes a legal individual as "Any subject other than an individual to which 

the law credits character. This expansion for good and adequate reasons of the idea of 

character past the class of individuals is one of the most important accomplishments of the 

legal imagination." 

A legal individual is any topic other than an individual to which law ascribes character. It 

incorporates an object, a mass of property, a foundation, a gathering of people, and so forth 

Regulation treats them as right and obligation bearing units or substances like a natural 

person. We talk to a bench (of judges) or a cabinet (of ministers) personally yet they have no 

legal character. A legal individual might sue and be sued under their name. These days, all 

people are considered legal people including companies moreover. 

As per De Toleda 'Law should be an instrument to fabricate a superior harmony among 

people and the components of nature, to move more privileges for quite a long time. 
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RIGHT OF NATURE AS A LEGAL PERSON 

As indicated by the "Rights of Nature" principle, an ecosystem is qualified for lawful 

personhood status and thusly, has the option to guard itself in a courtroom against hurts, 

including ecological corruption brought about by a particular advancement project or even by 

environmental change. The Rights of Nature law perceives that an environment has the 

privilege to exist, prosper, recover its crucial cycles, and normally develop without human-

caused disturbance. Besides, when a biological system is announced a "subject of rights," it 

has the option of lawful portrayal by a guardian similar to a magnanimous trust assigns a 

legal administrator - who will follow up for their sake and to their greatest advantage. This 

guardian is commonly an individual or a gathering of people knowledgeable in the 

consideration and the executives of said ecosystem. The objective of presenting freedoms to 

nature is to get the most elevated level of ecological security under which an environment can 

flourish and whose privileges are not abused. These natural rights are time connected with 

human rights, particularly the right to a perfect and solid climate. 

THE LEGAL STATUS OF NATURE IN GLOBAL AND SUPRA-PUBIC LAW 

1. In international law, there is no acknowledgment of the right of nature in essence, 

with global ecological assurance predominantly got from a requirement of basic 

liberties. A few worldwide shows and arrangements expect to safeguard biodiversity 

by and large, migratory species, endangered species across jurisdictions, and the 

environment, however nothing for nature. 

2. There is a developing worldwide Rights of Nature (Ron) development that perceives 

that humanity and nature share a central, non-human-centric relationship given our 

common presence on this planet, and it makes direction for activities that regard this 

relationship. RoNareunavoidable like human rights, in that they can't be removed, 

besides from explicit conditions and as per fair treatment. 

THE UNITED NATIONS (UN) 

3. The UN and the different meetings hung on environmental change, the climate, and 

biodiversity has focused progressively that an extreme change is required and that 

one section in carrying out change is to make a motivating force structure that 

advances supportability and safeguards nature. While none of the different UN 
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conventions were ready to give the right to nature, there have been calls for "rights of 

nature jurisprudence". 

4. On 22 December 2015, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) took on Resolution 70/28 

about "Congruity with Nature to carry out the Sustainable Development Goals in 

concordance with nature. The UNGA additionally noticed that a few nations perceive 

the freedoms of nature and mentioned that specialists present a synopsis on the most 

proficient method to reshape human administration frameworks to work from an 

Earth-focused as opposed to a human-focused point of view. This summary, 

"Congruity with Nature", suggested, entomb Alia, a few pathways for crediting legal 

character to nature. 

Giving nature privileges was first featured in quite a while by University of Southern 

California regulation teacher Christopher D. Stone, gathered into a 1974 book named 'Should 

Trees Have Standing… .'Toward Legal Rights for Natural articles'. Stone contended that 

assuming a climate element is given 'legitimate character', it can't be claimed and has the 

option to show up in the court. About this, in the time of 1972, on account of Sierra Club v. 

Morton1, the possibility of the climate as a lawful substance appeared interestingly though, 

Justice William O. Douglas has given an astounding judgment. He suggested that ecological 

components have a locus-standi for their security and anticipation, he likewise accepted that 

that multitude of individuals who share a deliberate relationship with some random natural 

body ought to have a locus-standi to safeguard the environment. 

A new rise of explicit rights of nature can be seen in numerous jurisdictions from around the 

world, in certain spots even a worldwide pattern is found toward this path. The main 

protected rights of nature in history showed up in Ecuador in 2008, and hitherto is the most 

conspicuous instance of constitutional acknowledgment of rights for the indigenous habitat. 

In the United States, a few dozen metropolitan mandates pronounce the rights of the 

municipal climate. In 2010, Bolivia embraced the law of the Rights of Mother Earth, 

continued in 2012 by the Framework Law of Mother Earth and Integral Development for 

living well. In 2014, New Zealand assigned a public park and later a stream as legal 

substances. The furthest down-the-line augmentations to this all-around amazing assortment 

are Colombia, where the Atrato River obtained rights in 2017 by the instance of Centro de 
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Estudios para la Justicia Social 'Tierra Digna' versus the President of the Republic2 . 

The Legislative Assembly of El Salvador has, in the memorable move, perceived woods as 

living substances. Its residents will presently be expected to safeguard backwoods. In 2019, 

the High Court Division of Bangladesh perceived the stream Turag as a living substance with 

lawful rights and held that the equivalent would apply to all waterways in Bangladesh. India, 

which has perceived the privileges of the Ganga and Yamuna Rivers by the instance of 

Mohd.Salim versus the State of Uttarakhand3. 

FOR WHAT REASON SHOULD THE ENVIRONMENT BE TREATED 

PERSONALLY? 

Some voices address individuals having a place with various characters that are exposed to 

concealment or abuse by others. The environment in any case, which was once plentiful, is 

stifled because of the ruling idea of people. Yet, there are a few voices that oppose this 

concealment; their voices, just heard by the public authority, are not sufficiently critical to get 

significant changes to the framework. 

One of three potential situations can in this manner work out from now on: 

1) Humans keep on taking advantage of nature which might prompt an extinction of all 

types of life on the planet (a limit however not a far-fetched situation), 

2) Humans keep on taking advantage of nature and yet track down ways of adjusting to 

or relieving the adversities of the life-upsetting reactions of nature to our activities, 

3) They comprehend the seriousness of this issue and act right currently in all structures 

conceivable, or at least, through complete monetary, modern, social and political 

changes. 

We can decide not to represent nature and allow it to answer with radical consequences to our 

activities, or give voice to it. Nature can have a voice assuming it is given the privileges of a 

legal element, and this is the thing the possibility of ecological personhood advocates for. 

 On the off chance that we will consider Nature as a lawful individual, it will 

'streamlines' things and upgrade' productivity' of navigation, as 'externalities' are 
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brought inside decision making. Assuming Nature stops being an 'outside factor' that 

can be ignored and manhandled: it tends to fight back. 

 Addressing itself, it can free others to focus on their exercises and interest; decision-

makers can get better data as to impacts: courts can hear contentions from nature's 

representatives, qualified for interceding, and will characterize interest. 

 It is very much settled regulation that if there should be an occurrence of Human 

advantage, it is essential to have a sound nature that can lead us towards healthy life 

and a manageable economy and it is our human liberties. In this way, if we wish 

nature to partake effectively in human regulation, we should track down ways of 

furnishing it with certain rights and security. 

At the point when the advancement of cell phones hit the market, it invested in some 

opportunity for us to adjust to it, and when we did, it prompted a more associated and helpful 

lifestyle. Essentially, it will invest in some opportunity for us to adjust to an eco-driven 

approach to everyday life if we will want to, and that will prompt a more economical and 

practical living for all types of life, not just humans. 

HOW IT CAN BE DONE 

One response could be the creation and reservation of seats for every ecosystem in both the 

State and National Assembly; for example, assuming that there is 'x' number of ecosystems in 

a state, there should be 'x' number of seats made and held for individuals addressing those 

ecosystems. Their fundamental job should be in raising help for the environment and ought to 

be driven by eco-driven beliefs. Another solution could be making the different environments 

lawful people and a particular local area were given the right to talk in the interest of their 

ecosystems. Likewise, a few such responses/arrangements can be found and taken on, and 

this ought to be done soon because, as Alanis Obomsawin quotes, "When the last tree is cut, 

the last fish is gotten, and the last stream is polluted; when to inhale the air is nauseating, you 

will understand, past the point of no return, that abundance isn't in financial balances and that 

you can't eat cash." 

THE THOUGHT OF NATURAL PERSONHOOD IS CHARACTERISTIC OF 

INDIAN CULTURE 

India's scenes and environments, similar to a few others across the globe, are connected to 

customs, and social and religious practices, and are hence thought to be sacred. CPR 
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Environmental Education Centre has created a thorough rundown of such sacrosanct 

destinations. Most streams, lakes, and other water bodies in India have been credited and 

related to the pantheon of divine beings. For instance, significant waterways, for example, the 

Ganga and Krishna are represented as a god and have been loved since old times. This large 

number of biological systems and scenes are critical to individuals' live livelihoods, the 

aftereffect of which probably been such attributions to them by individuals. In India, similar 

to in different nations, discrete ecological components have been agreed with rights in the 

new past, however with no significant jumps in the space. With no significant laws 

connecting with nature's privileges, the advancement has generally been achieved by judicial 

pronouncements.  

On account of T.N. GodavarmanThirumulpad v. Association of India4, the apex court of 

the nation expressed that for appropriate justice to the climate it was important to float away 

from the then predominant human-centric viewpoint to a fairly eco-driven one. 

Anthropocentrism includes assessing nature's incentive for the advantages and benefits it can 

give to people. Despite this, Eco-centrism advocates for esteeming nature for its inherent 

worth (nature-focused). On comparable lines, there have been professions connecting with 

other living structures. 

In Orissa Mining Corporation versus Ministry of Environment and Forest5-The Supreme 

Court expressly announces that the DongriaKondh's on the right to worship Niyam-Raja gets 

insurance under Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution of India. 

On account of Animal Welfare Board of India v. A. Nagaraja6, the Supreme Court 

permitted that the Indian Constitution's Article 21 right to life could be reached out to non-

human creatures. Also, in 2013, India's Ministry of Environment and Forests proclaimed 

cetaceans as "non-human people" in a bid to safeguard them from harm. The government 

expressed that an examination had finished up cetaceans to be profoundly wise and delicate 

and that dolphins "ought to be viewed as 'non-human people's and as such ought to have their 

particular rights." 

The main legal profession connecting with Environmental personhood, however, came in 

2017. The Uttarakhand High Court, in Mohd. Salim v. Territory of 
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Uttarakhand7decided that "the Glaciers, including Gangotri and Yamunotri, waterways, 

streams, creeks, lakes, air, knolls, dales, wildernesses, woodlands wetlands, prairies, springs, 

and cascades, are lawful substance/lawful individual/juristic individual/juridical 

individual/moral individual/fake individual having the situation with a lawful individual, with 

every relating right, obligations, and liabilities of a living individual, to safeguard and 

moderate them." A month after the Uttarakhand High Court pronounced the Ganga and 

Yamuna and their tributaries as 'living elements having the situation with a lawful individual,' 

the Madhya Pradesh Assembly passed a goal concurring the Narmada waterway as a living 

substance to control contamination, illicit mining on the stream banks and to save the stream 

from consumption in May 2017. 

In Karnail Singh and Ors versus the State of Haryana8-The Punjab High Court has 

perceived all animals in the set of all animals, including avian and aquatic species as legal 

elements. 

In March 2020, in Court on Its Motion versus Chandigarh Administration9-The High 

Court of Punjab and Haryana proclaimed Sukhna Lake a 'lawful element' or 'lawful 

individual' with privileges, obligations, and liabilities of a living individual. It additionally 

announced all residents of Chandigarh as loco parentis to save the lake from extinction. 

In Supertech Ltd versus Emerald Court Owner Resident government assistance 

Association and Others10-The Supreme Court noticed that while the accessibility of housing 

stock in metropolitan urban communities is important to oblige the consistent influx of 

individuals, it must be adjusted against two pivotal circumstances, one of which is the 

protection of the environment. 

Last month as well, the Punjab and Haryana High Court, while answering a 2009 appeal, 

proclaimed Chandigarh's Sukhna Lake to be a lawful element with freedoms, obligations, and 

liabilities of a living individual. The court trusted the choice to be basic for the lake's 

endurance, protection, and preservation since the huge scope of illegal development in the 

catchment region, winning up to that point, had negatively affected the environment in and 

around. 
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DIFFICULTIES AND SOLUTIONS: IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

OF THE RIGHTS OF NATURE 

Granting the status of the legitimate individual to nature and its parts has brought up many 

issues. Some contend that it isn't functional and coherent to give portions of nature similar 

lawful status as the challenges are as per the following: 

A. The approval will open a floodgate of the suit where certain individuals will request 

that courts award comparative rights as Ganga to different streams having profound 

religious and sacred implications. While others will be accused of attack and 'murder 

for harming the legal entity. 

B. The second problem is the state's job as the guardian. The Indian court's river 

administering was not satisfactory enough in regards to transboundary national and 

worldwide ramifications, risk, and who bears the burden overall. For instance, 

consider the possibility that the legal guardian takes some decision for the waterway's 

benefit and later ends up hindering the river environment's advantage or assuming the 

actual guardian is liable for killing the stream, backwoods, or creatures. 

C. The third problem is jurisdictional and stripping rights of nature in brief periods. 

Rivers don't have limits; they regularly cross many states and more than one country. 

Assuming a specific nation awards rights to a stream yet an adjoining nation has not, 

that makes it undeniably challenging to legitimately shield the stream from 

contamination and ecological damage. 

D. The fourth problem is that rights of nature regulations will more often get restricted in 

courts and not every person has the sort of cash and monetary help expected to 

document a claim. 

SOLUTION 

The difficulty lies similarly in our extreme comprehension of ecological laws and the rights 

of nature. We consider ecological assurance in the wording of sustainable development where 

some way or another improvement plan generally has the advantage of ecological security 

and privileges of nature. In the time of environmental change and an Earth-wide temperature 

boost, we want to safeguard the climate and nature as an entire even at the expense of 

development, so that recent millennials and prospective can partake in the cooperative 

relationship with the Earth. 
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Essentially giving lawful personhood to nature wouldn't prompt wanted impact, except in 

determining the ambit of such freedoms under an eco-driven approach with the appropriate 

method for executions and requirements communicated in clear terms with coarse speech. 

The far-located and innovatory approach taken in the New Zealand regulation can show us 

much about the administration and insurance of biological systems and biodiversity. Of the 

numerous prominent elements of the New Zealand regulation, maybe three viewpoints merit 

exceptional consideration here: (I) the more extensive legal portrayal of the climate that the 

2017 Act bears; (ii) the reception of a holistic meaning of the 'climate'; and (iii) the 

ramifications for ecological administration of shunning a 'property'- based way to deal with 

both characterizing the 'environment' itself and to organizing solutions for safeguard it. 

Schooling and local area-based observing and assessment frameworks for the Ganga would 

likewise help in the reduction of contamination. 

When we begin regarding nature more as a subject and less as an item at our extremely 

private levels, we might see some light. The human world necessities another direction 

towards the natural world, one put together not concerning privileges but rather a liability. Or 

then again to summarize John F. Kennedy: "Ask not how nature can help you-ask how you 

can help nature’. 

CONCLUSION 

A lawful element is a juridical development that is given with the accompanying five 

components: the being or subject, its will, the abstract privileges, the commitments, and the 

legal character. At the point when we will give these five rights to the climate and its parts, 

then, at that point, its abuse will get lessen, and in the event of any sort of misusing, it can sue 

in its name as a legitimate and juridical character, and finally, in any way, it will drive us to 

save the climate. As Aldo Leopold expressed ' we misuse the land since we see it as an item 

having a place with us. At the point when we see land as a local area in which we have a 

place, we might start to utilize it with adoration and regard’. 
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