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A BRIEF ABOUT ANTI-CONVERSION LAW IN INDIA 

Shashank Soni* 

I.  INTROUCTION 

The earliest period of the twenty-first century by means of all its significance and mechanical 

movements would paramount related with rebuilding of belief in regulative issues around the 

world. It has become hard to isolate from faith from current governmental development, be it 

‘Bharat’ or the globe. There not at all a word, which is extra capable, ever, for cause such 

proportion of worrying impact in the public eye than 'Faith'. Energy challenges good judgment 

and feeling overpowers reason, while the issue of talk is certainty and remembering that there 

may be an issue of progress included, the multifaceted design and idiosyncrasy of the 

circumstance offers the difficulty a strong individual. The presentation of individual is a sound 

delegate for a specific race, position whether it fits for change or not. Change to different 

religion attracts secularism. Our Indian Constitution communicates that India is a typical 

country and every inhabitant has an honor to declare, practice, and spread their religion 

smoothly. Our Indian constitution stays on the basis of agnosticism anyway no spot on the 

primary constitution "secularism" be referred to. This standard word isn't implanted there of 

psyche of the constitution yet later it was associated with the Preamble as a piece of the key 

plan by means of revision 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 19761 . Severe changes are not 

difficult to discredit since long periods of old in any case has gained grave importance in current 

setting once certainty is getting a steadily expanding number of without help from anyone else 

troubled inside the presences of individuals in regular besides as in the principle’s procedure 

for nations. 

II. LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL CHRONICLE OF ANTI-CONVERSION LAWS 

IN INDIA 

The concept about faith in country can be very particular because of what the arena perceives 

of it. Anti-conversion is not constantly a new idea in today's era, however dates back to the 

British technology. Legal norms in opposition to conversion are the oldest recognized tradition 

on the Indian subcontinent. The starting place of anti-proselytism legal guidelines in India may 

                                                             
*BA LLB, FIRST YEAR, CHRIST UNIVERSITY. 
1 In that 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act “Secularism” was included to the Preamble. 
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be traced back to the 1930s, whilst Hindu princely states enacted such legal guidelines to try 

and hold Hindu religious identification from British missionaries2. Many princely states had 

enacted such legal guidelines. The Raigarh Conversion Act,19363 was passed via the princely 

country of Raigarh. Similar laws have additionally been passed in Udaipur, Kota, Jodhpur and 

many others. Specifically, against changing to Christianity. After independence in, many states 

enacted such legal guidelines to discourage conversion through using "force," "fraud," or 

allurement/inducement. After independence, numerous anti-conversion laws have been 

brought but in no way exceeded due to a lack of parliamentary aid. 

JUDICIAL HISTORY 

The foremost anti-conversion law ever to be hand in sovereign Bharat become via Madhya 

Pradesh cite to as Madhya Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 1967 (“MP Act”) which chastise 

conversion by way of force, fraud or allurement.                                                                              

1.  The Legislature does not comprise with Legislative capability to bypass that kind of legal 

guidelines underneath pinnacle “Public Order” in the Item I, List II of the 7th Schedule to the 

Constitution of India4.                                                                                                                       2.  

That section 5, require the person accomplish the conversion to close the equal to the Collector 

of the district approximately the conversion, as extremely ultra vires according to the Article 

20(3) of the Constitution of India. For this reason, the Court held that the Legislature is certainly 

inside its limit to constitute an anti-conversion law below “public order” referred as on Item I, 

List II.  The High Court carried out the identical good judgment to keep MP Act is blanketed 

beneath the impediment to “public order” in the Article 25 of the Indian Constitution5.  In 

addition, the High Court also held that section 5 of the MP Act is does not stand in infringement 

of Article. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY                   

In 1978, Arunachal Pradesh enacted Religious Freedom Act to safeguard the identity of native 

people of the state. The state of   Gujarat passed the Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act of 2003.  

The State Legislative Assembly of Karnataka, had enacted the Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021. 

                                                             
2 “Religious Freedom in India and Analysis of the Constitutionality of Anti-Conversion Laws” studied by James 

Andrew Huff 
3 The Raigarh Conversion Act,1936 
4 7th Schedule to the Constitution of India; https://www.mea.gov.in/Images/pdf1/S7.pdf 
5 Article 25 of the Constitution of India 
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several provisions are on the lines of the HP Act. Notwithstanding, the same is pending before. 

the upper house. 

  III.  ANTI-CONVERSION LAWS: STATE LEVEL       

The Conversion Prevention Act is a state-degree regulation that may be defined as freedom of 

religion. Laws specially concerned with regulating involuntary conversion After such a lot of 

tries on the countrywide stage. State law is barely exceptional, but pretty comparable in phrases 

of content and shape. This law restricts communities' capability to convert from the ancestral 

faith primarily within the weaker or extra impressionable strata of society, preventing violent 

or fraudulent conversions.          

                                                                                                                           

ODISHA                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Orissa had passed the Orissa Freedom of Religion Act, 19676 after the 20 years of the 

Independence of India. The Act is solely applicable to the state of Orissa. It consists all seven 

sections in all Under this act no person shall convert from one faith to another by use of fraud, 

force, allurement, or inducement nor shall any person abet any such conversion. The Act has 

distinct numerous terms blanketed in Section 3 of the Prohibition of forcible conversion; the 

phrase “conversion” has moreover been described to intend repudiating one's religion to take 

on another7. The phrase ‘‘force” involves a display of violence or the threat of harm of any 

kind, including threats of Holy displeasure or social excommunication;  8. The phrase 

“inducement” become described to mean the vow of any form of monetary material, one-of-a-

kind advantage or gratification9, and “fraud” changed into define to mean any type of 

falsification or deception10. Section 4 Penalty for Breach of the Provisions of Section 3: Any 

individual who breaches the provisions of   Section 3 shall, without prejudice to civil legal 

responsibility, be susceptible to imprisonment of any type, which may be prolonged up to 365 

days, with fine which may extend to of 5 thousand or both to be elevated. If the offense is 

devoted when it comes to a minor, woman or person belonging to a specific caste or tribe 

(ST/SC), the penalty is which may be prolonged up to 2 years imprisonment and a satisfactory 

                                                             
6 Orissa Freedom of Religion Act, No. 2 of 1968, http://www.bareactslive.com/Ori/OR331.HTM  
7  Id. section 2(a) of the Orissa Act. 
8 Id. Section 2(b) of the Orissa Act. 
9 Id.  Section 2(d) of the Orissa Act. 
10 Id. Section   2(c) of the Orissa Act. 
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of   up to ten thousand rupees. In 1973, the High Court of Orissa declared that the Orissa 

Freedom of Religion Act, 1967 is “ultra vires the Constitution11.” 

MADHYA PRADESH 

Madhya Pradesh had passed Madhya Pradesh Religious freedom Act, 196812 after twentieth 

year of Independence of India. The definitions of the terms are similar as the definitions in 

Orissa Act. As a replacement of the term “inducement,” the term “allurement” is used in this 

Act which is defined in section 2(a) as an “Offering enticements in the form of (I) gifts or 

gratuities, whether in cash or in kind; (ii) Granting a goods benefit, whether pecuniary or 

otherwise. Forbidden from forcible conversion: No person will change over or attempt and 

convert, either straightforwardly etc., any person from one religious’ faith to some other 

through the utilization of power or by allurement or through any deceitful way nor will any 

individual abet this kind of conversion.  Punishment for infringement of the laws of Section 3: 

Any individual infringes the provisions from Section 3 shall without bias to any affable 

responsibility, be culpable with detainment of one or the other depiction may also increase to 

5 thousand rupees or twelve months of imprisonment or with both; Section 4 of the Act is 

likewise completely same.  Thus, for the motives asserted in that, the availability is expressed 

to be intra vires the Constitution of India. Magistrate of the concerned district, before such 

conversion such that he plans to change over his religion on his own personal will.  The worried 

spiritual preacher, who aims to transform any character from one religious belief to some other, 

or any by means of appearing himself in the rite important for such conversion or by means of 

taking element without delay or not directly in such rite, shall intimate the date, time and area 

of the rites in which conversion will be made along with the phone number and address of  man 

or woman to be transformed, to the involved Magistrate of the district 1 month earlier to the 

date of stated rite, and the intimation will be in such form and will be brought or else induced 

to be deliver by way of the preacher to the involved  Magistrate in such conduct as can be 

prescribed13. If someone fails to conform with the provisions contain in sub-section (1), shall 

be liable to be punished by with first-rate, which may additionally enhance to 1000 rupees. 

Whoever neglects to follow the arrangements of sub-segment (2), will be culpable with 

detainment, which may likewise broaden to one year or, which may likewise make greater to 

                                                             
11 Yulitha Hyde & Ors. v. State of Orissa & Ors., A.I.R. 1973 116 (Ori), 12. 
12 Madhya Pradesh Dharm a Swatantrya Adhiniyam [Madhya Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act], 1968, 

https://cjp.org.in/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/MADHYA-PRADESH-DHARMA-SWATANTRYA-

ADHINIYAM-1968.pdf 
13 As Section 2 is reciprocated from the Madhya Pradesh Dharma Swatantrya (Sanshodhan) Vidheyak, 2006 
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5 thousand rupees or both. As per the vintage provision, any man or woman who have 

accomplished the important rite of belief conversion as a Preacher or had taken part in such 

rite, both at once or not directly, become beneath a duty to intimate the Magistrate consequent 

to such rite inside the instance restriction given for the purpose. The disappointment, without 

adequate reason, to follow it changed into made culpable with detainment, which may likewise 

extend to a year or with top notch, which may likewise extend 1000 rupees or with both. Unlike 

the previous provision in which religious preacher became predicted to intimate the Magistrate 

next to the conversion rite, under the current Act, it's far commanded that otherworldly spiritual 

priest who has the change custom or takes impact in it, both right away or in a roundabout way, 

will hint the date, time and area of the service wherein conversion will be settled on along with 

the decision and address of the individual to be changed, to the elaborate District Magistrate 

one month past to the date of such function. Any inability to offer such past suggestion with 

significant data is made culpable with detainment, which might up to one year or, which may 

likewise enhance to 5,000 rupees or with both. Thus, section five of the Act endorses 

administrative component to ensure that no transformation through force, allurement or with 

the guide of any false technique takes region. 

CHHATTISGARH 

After the creation of the Chhattisgarh, by ethicalness of the power presented under section 79 

of the M.P. Reorganization Act, 200014, the Chhattisgarh had also embrace Madhya Pradesh 

Religious Freedom Act, 1968, The Chhattisgarh Dharma Swatantrya Adhiniyum 196815: 

[As proposed to be amended by the Chhattisgarh Dharma Swatantrya (Sanshodhan) 

Vidheyak, 2006]. The Chhattisgarh had become independent state from Madhya Pradesh in 

November 2000. Chhattisgarh apparently retained the anti-conversion regulation of Madhya 

Pradesh. The subsidiary laws for implementation of the Act have been additionally restore. The 

upward push of Hindu Nationalism and the BJP party in Chhattisgarh for the clarification that 

1990s accomplished the passage of some of conversion law to change legitimate guidelines 

among 2000 and 2010. Additionally, endeavors have been made all through this opportunity to 

make pre-current guidelines more significant stringent. 

(b) “Conversion” way renouncing one faith and adopting some other; [Provided that the return 

in predecessor's original religion or his own original religion by any individual will not be 

                                                             
14 M.P. Reorganization Act, 2000; https://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A2000-28.pdf 
15 Act No. 27 of 1968. 
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understood as 'conversion'] Notwithstanding, in 2006, a proviso turned into proposed to be 

brought to Section 2 (b) of the Act, which defines conversion.  

 Assuming the motivation behind the Act to restrict conversion from one faith to some other 

through utilization of power or allurement or by any false means, yet not conversion, what was 

the requirement for barring reconversion from the domain of the Act? Such an express 

prohibition of reconversion from the domain of the Act, could fundamentally infer that 

reconversion by utilization of strain, misrepresentation or allurement isn't generally culpable 

underneath the provisions of the Act. Legislators seem not to have acknowledged that both 

conversion and reconversion by means of pressure, fraud or allurement are equally bad and 

infringe on the *freedom of moral sense* of those who undergo such transformation or 

reconversion. Forced conversions are prohibited: No person shall convert or attempt to convert, 

either at once or in any other way, anyone from one religion's faith to another by force or by 

allurement or with the aid of any fraudulent approach nor shall any individual abet this type of 

conversion. Given that in the event that the offense is committed in respect of a minor, a woman 

or an individual belonging from the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes the discipline will 

be detainment to the [4 years] and extraordinary up to [25 thousand] rupees. 

(1)  Earlier permission, contradiction and penalty : (1) Whoever plans to switch any person 

starting with one religion over completely then onto the next both through seeming himself the 

ceremony essential for such conversion as a religious Preacher or by taking component 

immediately or in a roundabout way in such service, will apply for consent something like 30 

days sooner than the implied date of such change, to the District Magistrate in whose ward the 

custom should be performed, in such structure, as might be recommended. 

 (2) The District Magistrate can likewise after a request, through a request, permit or decline to 

permit any person to conversion, any man or woman starting with one religious faith then onto 

the next and such consent will be genuine for quite some time from the date of its structure. 

 (3) Any individual oppressed with the aid of the request gave under sub-section 2 can likewise 

charm in somewhere around thirty days from the date of the request to the District Judge whose 

choice will be conclusive. 

 (4) The individual so approved by the District Magistrate under the arrangement of Sub-

section 2 will imply inside one month from the date of the ceremony to such District Magistrate, 
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of the truth of such transformation, in such structure, as can be recommended. An individual 

who changes over somebody infringing upon the provisions. 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH  

Several state laws were adopted in 1978 to restrict conversions, including those in Andhra 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Arunachal Pradesh, enacted after the High Court instance in Orissa 

and Madhya Pradesh. Arunachal Pradesh's anti-conversion provisions follow a similar pattern 

as those in Orissa and Madhya Pradesh. Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 197816,  

Section 3 of the Act lay down that “no person shall convert or try to convert, both without delay 

or otherwise, any character from one spiritual religion to every other spiritual religion through 

using pressure or through inducement or through any fraudulent method nor shall any character 

abet the sort of conversion17.” Conversion “method renouncing one spiritual religion and 

adopting some other spiritual religion, and 'convert' will be construed accordingly.” Despite 

lacking enforcement, the Arunachal Pradesh government has announced plans to repeal the 

regulation that prohibits spiritual religion, which includes "indigenous religion.”. The 

statement became made through the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh in a trademark ready 

through the Arunachal Pradesh Catholic Association. The Chief Minister contemplated that the 

advanced Anti-transformation Law discourages people, objectives best Christians, and could 

be "abused with inside the predetermination through unreliable officials. " He what's more said 

that the abuse of this guideline will lead officials to torment people and unfurl brutality, with a 

view to thusly "crush Arunachal Pradesh into pieces"18 Some observers contend that there can 

be political reasons at the rear of such a development taken through the BJP party prior of the 

2019 races. The wrongdoing of effective change is culpable with detainment of as long as two 

years and fine of up to 10,000 rupees. Section 5 of the Act requires notice of a conversion by 

the religious preacher or “whoever change any individuals” inside a recommended period to 

be laid out by auxiliary principles.19 

GUJARAT  

                                                             
16 Arunachal Pradesh, (Act No. 4 of 1978);http://bareactslive.com/ARU/aru077.htm 
17 Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act § 3. 
18 Arunachal Pradesh to repeal anti-conversion law: CM Pema Khandu; https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-

states/arunachal-pradesh-to-scrap-anti-conversion-law-cm-pema-khandu/article24286365.ece 

 
19 Id. § 5. 
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The Gujarat had passed the Freedom of Religion Act, 200320, among other things Gujarat 

Freedom of Religion Act modified into passed in 2003 to save you conversion with the resource 

of using deceitful means, allurement, or pressure. Section 3 of the Act is just like the identical 

of the alternative country anti-conversion acts and illegalize any conversion that that could be 

an outcome of deceitful means, allurement, or force21. Nonetheless the Act describes the period 

converts compare to one-of-a-kind acts, it emphasizes that converts are made to give up their 

local religion, implying that converts were unjustly compelled to give their faith away. In 

addition, the punishment for now not complying with Section three of the Act is more severe 

than in other states, extending to 3 years in prison and 50,000 rupees in fines or both. In the 

case of a minor or girl who is converted, the penalty can rise to an extravagant level of 

imprisonment of four years, and the satisfactory can also be as much as Rs.100,000. 

Furthermore, Section 5 of the Act requires preceding permission regarding conversion which 

should inquire about the source of the person seeking to change and also a formal notification 

about the rite to the involved District Magistrate.22. An additional requirement of the Gujarat 

Freedom of Religion Rules, 2008 is that the above-stated compliance should be delivered 

within ten days of the conversion rite. Failure to comply may result in imprisonment of up to 

365 days or a fine of as much as 1,000 rupees. or both.  On 21st July 2006, an amendment to 

the Act was passed to replace Section 2(b) of the Act that defines the term "convert" 

Accordingly, the motive modified to include not including conversions inside the same spiritual 

denominations as converts, as well as explaining that Jainism and Buddhism are denominations 

of Hinduism, Shia and Sunni are denominations of Islam and Catholic and Protestant are 

denominations of Christianity. Because Buddhists and Jain companies were being classified as 

denominations of Hinduism and now not a significant religion, this proposition became 

antagonistic. 

TAMIL NADU 

The Tamil Nadu had at first passed the Prohibition of Forcible Conversion of Religion 

Ordinance, 200223, and that turn out to be an Act after months24.  Short identify and graduation: 

(1) This Act can be known as the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Forcible Conversion of Religion 

                                                             
20Gujarat Act No. 22 of 2003;https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/4660/1/freedomofreligion.pdf 
21 Id. § 3 
22 Id. § 5 
23 Prohibition of Forcible Conversion of Religion Ordinance,2002; (Tamil Nadu Ordinance No.9 Of 2002). 
https://www.casemine.com/act/in/5a9cce204a9326534781325c 
24 Id. Statement of Objects & Reasons. 
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Act, 2003.  Clause (2) of Section 1, offers reflective effect to the provisions of the Act from 

the day simultaneously as mandate was first given. Apparently reflective effect changed into 

given to guard the acts done or moves taken underneath the law ahead of time than the 

sanctioning of this Act as shown in Section 8 (2) of the Act.  Section 2 changed into completely 

totally indistinguishable with the definition provisions in Orissa and M. P. Acts with the 

exception of that the term `inducement` is applied in Orissa Act in area of `allurement`.  This 

provision is absolutely same Section 3 of Orissa, M. P. and Chhattisgarh Acts each in structure 

and substance. Sentence for infringement of provisions of phase three: Whoever contradict the 

provisions of section 3 shall, without bias to any thoughtful responsibility, be rebuffed with 

detainment for a time span, which can likewise stretch out to three years and also be inclined 

to charming, which could likewise extend to 50 thousand rupees25: Provided that whoever 

repudiates the provision of phase 3 in regard of a minor, a woman or an individual having a 

place with Schedule Caste or Schedule Tribe can be rebuffed with detainment for a time span 

which may furthermore make greater to four years and in addition be defenseless to good which 

can likewise expand to as a base one lakh rupees.  This provision changed into additionally 

equal with Section 4 of various Acts mentioned above besides that the quantum of punishment 

beneath the Act transformed into exceptionally high. Implication to get hold of two Magistrate 

with admire to conversion: (1) If Someone converts any man or woman from one religious 

faith to some other both with the useful resource of using performing any rite with the resource 

of the use of himself for such change as a Preacher or with the aid of using taking thing at once 

or not at once in such rite shall, such period as can be endorsed, convey a hint to the District 

Magistrate of the locale wherein the function has occurred of the reality of such change in such 

shape as can be recommended. (2) If someone fails, without adequate reason, to adjust with the 

sub- section (1) may be rebuffed with detainment for a time span, which could likewise grow 

to 365 days or with wonderful, which may likewise broaden to 1000 rupees or with both.  

Section 5 of Act is much like phase five of the Arunachal Pradesh Religious freedom Act, 1978 

except that: (i) the term `indigenous religion` is applied in Clause. (1) of Section 5 of Arunachal 

Pradesh Act, 1978; and (ii) the implication below the Arunachal Pradesh Act had to receive to 

the Deputy Commissioner of the district to which the man or woman transformed belongs at 

the same time as below the prevailing Act intimation needed to receive to the Magistrate of the 

district in which conversion rite takes region.  This provision became equal with Section 6 of 

                                                             
25 Id. § 3 
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Orissa Act in addition to Section 7 of M.P. Act except which in vicinity of `Sub-divisional 

Officer`, the `District Revenue Officer` had been utilized in T. N.  Act. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH                  

On 2006, the State of Himachal Pradesh enacted Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 

200626 prohibiting conversion from one religion to another through the use of force, fraud or 

incitement. Prohibition of Conversion: No one shall, directly or otherwise, convert or attempt 

to convert any person from one religion to another by the use of power or by incitement or 

other deceitful means, nor shall any individual be incited to convert27. Given that any individual 

who switched starting with one religion to another in violation of the provisions of this Section 

in shall be assumed not converted. The fundamental provision of this section is additionally 

indistinguishable from comparative arrangements in other regulation. 

What is new about the section, however, is that the condition states that the conversion carried 

out contrary to the section is assumed not to have taken place. There is not stated provision in 

any of the above regulation. It is argued that such a provision won’t render the section unlawful. 

Declaration of Intent: (1) A individual who intends to convert from one religion to another 

must give a slightly time of 30 days’ notice of his intention to the Magistrate of the district 

concerned, and the district chief shall arrange for the matter to be investigated. 

(2) Inability to give notification ahead of time as expected by section (1) will be deserving of 

a fine not surpassing 1000 rupees. Section 4 of the law obliges the individual who means to 

switch over completely to his religion to give something like one month's earlier notification 

to the able area judge. Be that as it may, such notice isn't needed if a person wishes to return to 

their original religion. In the case of a conversion, no prior disclosure is required to ensure that 

this is not done through violence, fraud or allurement.  

Sanction for breach of the provisions of Section 3. If Someone breaches the provisions of 

Section 3 shall , without bias to his common risk, be rebuffed with detainment of one of the 

two types, which might be reached out to 2 years, or with a fine in light of 25 thousand rupees 

or both: Provided that on the off chance that the offense is committed corresponding to a minor, 

woman or individual having belonging to the registered caste or tribe, the punishment of might 

be expanded to three years' detainment and the fine stretched out to 50000 rupees28. The 

provision is identical to similar provisions in other legislation. Prosecution with District Judge's 

                                                             
26 Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2006 (Act No.5 of 2007); 

https://www.indianemployees.com/acts-rules/details/himachal-pradesh-freedom-of-religion-act-2006 
27 Id. § 3 
28 Id. § 5 
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Authorization No indictment for any offense under this rule will be endorsed without the 

approval of the locale judge or other authority at least the position of development official as 

approved by him for that sake: Section 6, 7 and 8 are indistinguishable with comparable 

provisions in different regulations aside from that the technique set down in section 8 to pace 

the standards before the house for its consideration.  

RAJASTHAN          

The State Assembly of Rajasthan also enacted an anti-conversion Bill, 2006 with the aid of 

using the call Rajasthan Dharma Swatantraya Bill, 200829 moreover but it by no means receives 

it to assent with the aid of using the State Governor and the primary purpose became grumbling 

with the aid of using the minorities. Bill has defined ‘conversion’ as “disavowing one’s very 

own religion” and provide the definition of ‘very own religion’ as “one’s forefather religion”. 

If any character is discovered responsible then accountable for punishment for Conversion up 

to 2 years which might also additionally amplify to 5 years and a up to 50,00030.  

JHARKHAND 

Jharkhand State passed an anti-conversion law on 201731. The Jharkhand Religious Freedom 

Law changed into enacted due to the fact charitable work by evangelist is a front to manipulate 

the downtrodden population into conversion. The Jharkhand Dharm Swatantra Bill 201732 

turned into surpassed by way of the Jharkhand Legislative Assembly and Draupadi Murmu, 

the then Governor of Jharkhand gave his approval. Section 3 of the Act prohibits pressured 

conversions33 and Section 4 of the Act stated that breach of following phase is a recognizable 

licit offense culpable with detainment for up to 3 years, a quality of up to Rs. 50,000 or both34. 

And in cases of conversion of woman, SC/ST or minors, the punishment becomes greater 

severe with imprisonment increasing to the limit of 4 years and a fine of Rs. 100,000. Section 

5 additionally affords that someone have to acquire the previous approval of the District Judge 

and renounce in accordance with the prescribed policies upon conversion35. Another 

                                                             
29 Bill No. 12 of 2006 
30 Anti-conversion bill passed in Rajasthan assembly; https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/anti-conversion-

bill-passed-in-rajasthan-assembly/story-eGpaqkKeBI9v8bbvaujzMK.html 
31Jharkhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2017; http://www.bareactslive.com/JH/jhr304.htm 
32 Jharkhand likely to move anti-conversion bill in monsoon session;https://www.business-
standard.com/article/news-ians/jharkhand-may-move-anti-conversion-bill-in-monsoon-session-

117071000409_1.html 
33 Id. § 3 
34 Id. § 4 
35 Id. § 5 
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inconsistency related in that Section 1(3) of the Act states that it takes effect at the date of its 

publication, yet a few sections of the Act require the sub-regulation to function now not sooner 

than February 21, 2018. The essential conventional arrangement of rules.  

UTTARAKHAND                 

The Hon’ble High Court of Uttarakhand passed an order while hearing the habeas corpus 

petition36 implying that country authorities skip an anti-conversion regulation.  On December 

2017, the governing BJP finished a meeting in which the Chief Minister of the State 

pronounced that the authorities become setting up to send an anti-conversion bill to the State 

Assembly Four months after the request for the High Court, the state government presented the 

bill in the State Assembly on March 21, 2018. The receipt changed into surpassed by the 

Assembly and endorsed with the guide of the Governor on April 18, 201837. Section 3 of the 

novel regulation gives that constrained the conversion is culpable with detainment of among 1 

to 5 years and a quality (which isn't indicated inside the Act). In the event that the conversion 

involves a Woman, minor, or individual from the SC/ST, the term of detainment is two to seven 

years and or both. Section lay down a privilege for any individual who “comes returned to this 

ancestral faith,” which isn't always assumed conversion under the Act. One pivotal contrast 

among the Uttarakhand measure and that of different states is that it contains an arrangement 

on marriage and strict transformation that specifies as follows :                                                                                                 

Any marriage performed for the sole reason for switching a man of one religion over 

completely to a lady of another religion, either himself previously or after marriage, or to 

change over the lady previously or after marriage, can be proclaimed void by the Family Court. 

or then again, on the off chance that a family court isn't laid out, the court having locale to hear 

such a case in line with one party against the other party to the marriage.     

  VI. CONCLUSION          

                                                                                                                             

In this day and age, and when we are taking up arms inside the call of religion, issues of strict 

opportunity collect a specific responsiveness that a nation ought to perceive, yet on the 

equivalent time for safeguarding harmony in the public eye. A nation should shield religious 

freedom with a certain sensitivity. Thought and spiritual beliefs play a critical role in education. 

                                                             
36 Girish Kumar Sharma v. State of Uttarakhand & others 
37 The Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018; 

https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/acts_states/uttarakhand/2018/Act%2028%20of%202018%20UKD.pdf 
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The nation should preserve the balance between community interest and individual freedom. 

In addition, there are specific restrictions that may be imposed on religious conversions, as 

provided for in Article 25, and only restrictions that pass the test of Article 25 can be considered 

valid in this regard. The Apex Court in Rev. Stainislaus v. State of Madhya Pradesh38, had 

responded to 2 essential issues raised in opposition to the then present anti-conversion law 

passed via the state legislatures of Orissa and Madhya Pradesh. The vital standards established 

through the Court are: (I) the right to "promote religion" does now not comprise the right to 

convert some other individuals to at least one's faith, but alternatively the right to transmit or 

propagate one's faith by way of placing forth its principles; (ii) Article 25 (1) ensures the 

“freedom of  conscience” for each national and no longer just for the adherents of a specific 

faith, and which turn posits that there may be no right to transform to any other person of his 

own faith, for if someone Deliberately converting every other person to his faith, contrary to 

his efforts to transmit or disseminate the tenets of his faith,  might violate the "freedom of 

conscience" equally assured to all  citizen of the country. State intervention is needed whilst 

pressured conversions occur on a scale that threatens public order, and even then, they need to 

be treated with a treatment this is proportionate and have to know not burden citizens. For any 

secular and democratic authorities, the best direction of action regarding such non-public 

affairs of citizens is minimal interference.              

          

  

                                                             
38 Rev. Stainislaus vs State Of Madhya Pradesh & Ors on 17 January, 1977; 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1308071/ 
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