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ABSTRACT 

Administrative law is the backbone of contemporary governance, ensuring that administrative 

powers work within the ambit of constitutional values while balancing efficiency and equity. 

This dynamic area of law regulates the powers, functions, and procedures of administrative 

authorities, dealing with the sensitive balance between individual rights and public interest. 

The role of administrative law goes beyond regulation, including measures to prevent the 

misuse of power, ensure procedural fairness, and enforce the rule of law. By tracing its 

development in various legal systems like India, the UK, the USA, and France, one can 

appreciate the subtle nuances of how historical and socio-political factors have influenced its 

evolution. Underlying doctrines such as the Rule of Law and Separation of Powers are critical, 

emphasizing the checks and balances essential for democratic governance. The 

interdependence of constitutional and administrative law also serves to emphasize their 

common goal of ensuring justice and accountability. A critical analysis of administrative 

action—ranging from its definition, classification, and far-reaching implications—unveils its 

importance in creating responsive and transparent governance. Administrative law also serves 

as a bulwark against arbitrary decision-making, encouraging judicial review and scrutiny to 

ensure compliance with legal standards. By examining these aspects, this study emphasizes the 

critical role of administrative law in meeting the challenges of the contemporary era, including 

rising complexity in governance and the increasing demand for public accountability. It not 

only serves as a vehicle for justice but also instils public confidence in the administrative 

machinery, making it an integral part of effective governance systems globally. 

Keywords: Administrative Law, Rule of Law, Separation of Powers, Accountability, 

Transparency. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Administrative law has become a central element of contemporary legal systems, serving as a 

key instrument in the regulation of the increasingly vast range of governmental activities. It 

serves as the essential bridge between the theoretical ideals of legislative intent and the 

pragmatic realities of governance, ensuring that public policies are not merely implemented 

efficiently but also in accordance with the ideals of justice, fairness, and accountability. As 

governments across the globe have become increasingly complex, with many administrative 

agencies being tasked with a wide variety of responsibilities ranging from economic regulation 

to public welfare, the importance of administrative law has grown manifold. It provides a 

systematic framework that regulates the actions, decisions, and procedures of these agencies, 

avoiding the arbitrary exercise of power while promoting transparency and efficiency.1 

In its basic form, administrative law is created to maintain the rule of law in administrative 

proceedings, so that government agencies work within their legal jurisdictions and not infringe 

on the rights of the people. Administrative law offers ways of redress if administrative actions 

negatively affect the citizens, and thus enforces public confidence in governance. 2 

Additionally, administrative law enables a balance between the necessity for administrative 

discretion and the need for accountability, so that decisions are effective as well as fair. 

The development of administrative law goes hand in hand with the increased complexity of 

needs in society and the resultant enlargement of governmental roles.3 It is hence a dynamic 

instrument to cater to the challenges of modern governance, such as the just allocation of 

resources, safeguarding basic rights, and the management of conflict between public and 

private interests. In the process, administrative law not only makes public administration more 

effective but also protects democratic values, thereby becoming an integral part of 

contemporary legal and governance frameworks. 

MEANING AND DEFINITION 

Administrative law constitutes a specialized branch of law dedicated to regulating the activities, 

powers, and functions of administrative agencies. It ensures that these agencies operate within 

the legal parameters established by constitutional provisions, legislative enactments, and 

                                                           
1 Paul Craig, Administrative Law (9th edn, Sweet & Maxwell 2021). 
2 Carol Harlow and Richard Rawlings, Law and Administration (3rd edn, CUP 2009). 
3 HWR Wade and CF Forsyth, Administrative Law (11th edn, OUP 2014). 
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judicial interpretations. Broadly, it encompasses a set of rules, principles, and procedures 

designed to oversee the exercise of administrative authority, providing a structured framework 

to prevent the misuse of power while promoting accountability, transparency, and fairness. 

At its essence, administrative law tries to achieve a fine balance between two crucial goals: 

facilitating effective governance to serve the sophisticated needs of contemporary society and 

protecting individual rights from possible abuse by public authorities.4 It regulates relations 

between administrative agencies and the public, covering issues like delegation of powers, 

procedural fairness, administrative discretion, and review of administrative decisions. 

Academics have, for a long time, underlined its importance; for example, Ivor Jennings referred 

to administrative law as "the law relating to the administration, which determines the 

organization, powers, and duties of administrative authorities.”5 This definition highlights its 

function in delineating the legal parameters within which administrative organizations interact 

and function with the public. 

One of the characteristics of administrative law is its dynamic nature. It keeps developing 

continuously in harmony with the dynamics of governance evolving due to changing 

technology, socio-economic trends, and increasing intricacies of the role of governments. 

Whether for the regulation of public utilities, protection of the environment, or dealing with 

issues of public welfare, administrative law is an active tool for assuring that government 

actions are lawful, reasonable, and just.6 In doing so, it serves to play a key role in the 

promotion of good governance and ensuring the confidence and trust of the citizens in the 

administrative machinery. 

SCOPE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

The scope of administrative law is broad and multifaceted, encompassing several key aspects 

that ensure the proper functioning of administrative agencies within the boundaries of the law. 

These include the delegation of legislative power, the exercise of quasi-judicial functions, 

administrative discretion, and the regulation of executive actions.7 The significance of 

                                                           
4 Jerry L Mashaw, Reasoned Administration and Democratic Legitimacy: How Administrative Law Supports 

Democratic Government (Yale University Press 2018). 
5 Ivor Jennings, The Law and the Constitution (5th edn, University of London Press 1959). 
6 Mads Andenas and Duncan Fairgrieve (eds), Courts and Comparative Law (OUP 2015). 
7 Craig (n 1). 
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administrative law can be better understood through its essential roles in governance and 

society.  

1. Ensuring Rule of Law: Administrative law is the basis of the rule of law, requiring 

administrative actions to conform to prescribed legal principles and norms. It provides 

for public authorities to operate within the boundaries of the law, and in doing so, it 

promotes justice and fairness. Following the rule of law avoids arbitrariness in the 

exercise of decision-making powers, which is essential in securing public confidence 

and trust in government institutions. 

2. Promoting Efficiency and Accountability: One of the main aims of administrative 

law is to promote the effectiveness of government operations. The formulation of clear 

guidelines on administrative processes and decisions ensures effective delivery of 

public services. At the same time, administrative law introduces mechanisms for 

accountability, including judicial review, audit, and investigation, to guarantee that 

governmental action is open to scrutiny and is carried out transparently.8 

3. Protecting Individual Rights: Administrative law acts as a bulwark against excesses 

of the public administration by giving citizens a remedy against illegal or unfair 

conduct. It secures fundamental rights by imposing procedural checks and balances, 

making sure that administrative authorities do not curtail individuals' liberties or 

disregard their rights in the absence of due process. 

4. Providing Specialized Dispute Resolution Mechanisms: Administrative law enables 

specialized forums to resolve conflicts between citizens and administrative powers. 

Tribunals and regulatory agencies, including administrative courts, offer faster and 

more convenient means of resolving disputes, ensuring that citizens are able to 

challenge decisions impacting their interests. These forums tend to be less formal than 

conventional courts, which ensures that the judicial system.9 

5. Addressing Contemporary Challenges: As governance becomes increasingly 

complex in the face of technological advancements, globalization, and environmental 

concerns, administrative law evolves to meet these challenges.10 F For instance, 

                                                           
8 Christopher Forsyth (ed), Judicial Review and the Constitution (Hart Publishing 2000) ch 5. 
9 S A de Smith and JAG Griffith, Principles of Judicial Review (5th edn, Sweet & Maxwell 1999) 55. 
10 Harlow (n 2). 
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administrative agencies play a crucial role in overseeing environmental regulations, 

data privacy legislation, and the regulation of new technologies like artificial 

intelligence. Administrative law responds to these new realities by ensuring that agency 

actions both respond to contemporary needs and changing societal values. 

6. Balancing Governmental Power and Individual Liberties: Administrative law is 

also vital in upholding the sensitive balance between the powers of the government and 

safeguarding personal freedoms. By imposing restraints on the actions of government, 

it ensures that no excess of power in administrative organs, and thus it upholds the 

democratic nature of society. 

7. Ensuring Legal Certainty and Predictability: Administrative law promotes legal 

certainty through the establishment of clear rules and guidelines for public authorities. 

This predictability makes it possible for individuals and organizations to know their 

rights and duties under the law and for administrative agencies to adhere to established 

procedures when making decisions or taking actions.11 

8. Encouraging Public Participation and Transparency: Administrative law enforces 

democratic ideals by promoting the participation of the public in governance 

procedures. Public hearings, consultations, and participation in administrative decision-

making make the process more transparent and enable the people to participate in 

making policies that touch their lives. Such transparency engenders confidence in the 

government's decisions and enhances public participation in the political process. 

In reality, the role and importance of administrative law extend much farther than the mere 

regulation of administrative activities. It makes sure that the government stays within the 

confines of legality, maintains citizens' rights, improves the effectiveness of public services, 

and promotes democratic principles. In addressing new challenges and adjusting to emerging 

needs, administrative law plays a crucial role in contemporary legal systems and government 

structures.12  

                                                           
11 Forsyth (n 8) 200. 
12 Craig (n 1) ch 10. 
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EVOLUTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

India 

In India, administrative law has also been transformed radically since independence, 

incorporating both British legal traditions and native constitutional precepts. The Indian 

Constitution, with its focus on justice and the safeguarding of fundamental rights, has been 

instrumental in guiding the evolution of administrative law. Landmark cases like A.K. Gopalan 

v. State of Madras13 and Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India14 have played a key role in 

broadening the horizon of administrative law by laying stress on the significance of the 

interrelation between administrative action and fundamental rights. The judgments have largely 

enlarged the concept of personal liberty and due process, holding that administrative action has 

to be in harmony with constitutional assurances. 

The establishment of specialized institutions such as the Central Administrative Tribunal 

(CAT) in 1985 was an important step towards institutionalizing administrative justice.15 The 

CAT was established for adjudging disputes regarding the service matters of public servants 

and as a quicker, more specialized forum for redressing the grievances of litigants, easing the 

burden of regular courts. In fact, the proactive role of the judiciary in ensuring the 

accountability of administrative bodies has also contributed significantly to the dynamic nature 

of administrative law in India. Courts have, time and again, reaffirmed the requirement that 

administrative actions must be reasonable, transparent, and within the legal mandate of their 

powers, usually through judicial review.16 In addition, the growth of PIL has enabled courts to 

intervene directly in cases where administrative actions threaten public welfare, further 

enriching the scope and relevance of administrative law in contemporary India. 

United Kingdom 

The development of administrative law in the United Kingdom was shaped by the specialized 

constitutional framework that has pronounced parliamentary sovereignty, an unwritten 

constitution, and gradual steps in the evolution of legal principles. With this context, 

administration became more complex in the 20th century, and thus, administrative law emerged 

                                                           
13 A.K. Gopalan v State of Madras [1950] SCR 88. 
14 Maneka Gandhi v Union of India [1978] 1 SCC 248. 
15 Administrative Tribunals Act 1985. 
16 SP Gupta v Union of India [1982] AIR 149. 
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as a great tool regulating the increasing public authorities' role in everyday life. Unlike in the 

countries with a written constitution, the UK's system of administrative law developed through 

the judicial recognition of the need for checks and balances to curb the power of public 

authorities and protect individual rights.17 

Judicial review has been a cornerstone of UK administrative law, providing a means for courts 

to examine the legality of administrative actions. The creation of the ombudsman system and 

the establishment of specialized tribunals have further ensured accountability, offering citizens 

a way to challenge administrative decisions outside the traditional court system. Significant 

cases like R v. Secretary of State for the Home Department, ex parte Daly18 have demonstrated 

the role of the judiciary in balancing individual rights against governmental power. 

Administrative law in the UK emphasizes fairness and transparency in the actions of the 

government, underscoring the importance of the rule of law while allowing effective regulation 

of administrative bodies.19 

United States 

In the United States, administrative law is closely coupled with the provisions of separation of 

powers and federalism that are unique to the American political process. The system of law 

used to regulate administration in the United States is centered on the Administrative Procedure 

Act of 1946, which prescribed detailed procedures to ensure transparency, impartiality, and 

public engagement in administrative processes.20 This legislation requires that agencies follow 

specific procedural steps when making rules and regulations, and it provides citizens with a 

means to challenge those decisions through judicial review. 

Judicial supervision is a key feature of U.S. administrative law, as federal agency actions are 

reviewed by courts to make sure they are in accordance with statutory and constitutional 

boundaries. The case Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc. (1984) 

reaffirmed the doctrine that courts must defer to agency interpretations of ambiguous statutes, 

on the condition that such interpretations are reasonable.21 This created a doctrine called 

Chevron deference, which has significantly influenced the balance of power between 

                                                           
17 Council of Civil Service Unions v Minister for the Civil Service [1985] AC 374. 
18 R v Secretary of State for the Home Department, ex parte Daly [2001] UKHL 26. 
19 Mark Elliott, The Constitutional Foundations of Judicial Review (Hart Publishing 2001) 145. 
20 Administrative Procedure Act 1946, 5 USC §551-559. 
21 Chevron USA Inc v Natural Resources Defense Council Inc 467 US 837 (1984). 
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administrative agencies and the judiciary. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) are good examples of the use of administrative law 

to deal with a broad array of regulatory problems ranging from antitrust and competition to the 

protection of the environment. These institutions represent the pragmatic application of 

administrative law, utilizing their regulatory powers to deal with immediate societal problems, 

coupled with accountability through transparency and public engagement. 

France 

France has also built a specific system of administrative law, with its dual justice system 

separating administrative from judicial affairs. The French approach, or Droit Administratif, 

draws upon centuries of legal precedent emphasizing the independence and autonomy of 

administrative justice. In contrast to the common law approach, in which both civil and 

administrative cases are decided by courts, France has a unique body of law intended to deal 

with cases involving public authorities. The Conseil d'État, France's supreme administrative 

court, is central to ensuring administrative decisions adhere to principles of law and protecting 

citizens against the state.22 

The Droit Administratif system is defined by its emphasis on upholding judicial independence 

and the requirement that administrative measures conform to both constitutional and statutory 

law. This system enables more effective and specialized treatment of administrative issues, 

leading to a system that is well-suited to deal with the intricacies of contemporary governance. 

The French system has not only defined administrative law within France but has also had a 

profound influence upon numerous other civil law nations, testing its versatility and 

effectiveness in the administration of the relationship between state and citizen. France has 

established a more specialized system by isolating administrative justice from the common 

judiciary, guaranteeing fairness and accountability in government decisions.23 

Essentially, the development of administrative law in these nations mirrors their respective 

constitutional and legal traditions, but all have a similar objective: to govern the state-people 

relationship in a way that enforces the rule of law, safeguards individual rights, and promotes 

governmental responsibility. The interaction among judicial review, specialized tribunals, and 

                                                           
22 Conseil d’État, ‘Role and Functions’ (2025) https://www.conseil-etat.fr/ accessed 13 January 2025. 
23 Blanco Case (1873) Conseil d’État. 

http://www.jlrjs.com/
https://www.conseil-etat.fr/


VOL. 4 ISSUE 2 Journal of Legal Research and Juridical Sciences ISSN (O): 2583-0066 

www.jlrjs.com  528 

 

legislative schemes has been pivotal to the evolution of administrative law globally, 

emphasizing its basic importance in modern governance. 

RULE OF LAW 

The Rule of Law is a cornerstone of democratic governance, ensuring that all individuals and 

institutions, including the government, are subject to and operate within a framework of 

established laws.24 This principle eliminates arbitrary power and emphasizes the necessity of 

legal certainty and predictability in a law-governed society as opposed to the vagaries of men. 

Based on the works of A.V. Dicey, the traditional interpretation of the Rule of Law is founded 

on three major pillars: 

1. Supremacy of Law: This states that the law is supreme in society and should take 

precedence over arbitrary choices or discretionary authority. No one and no institution is above 

the law, and everything must be in accordance with legal principles.25 

2. Equality Before the Law: Rule of Law ensures that all are equal before the law, with no 

distinction in status, wealth, or position. It underlines the application of laws impartially to 

avoid discrimination and provide fairness.26 

3. Predominance of Legal Principles: Administration should be done based on set legal rules 

and principles instead of the whims of officials. This helps ensure that laws dictate decisions 

and safeguard the rights of individuals from infringement.27 

While Dicey expressed reservations about the expansion of administrative law, viewing it as a 

potential challenge to the Rule of Law, modern perspectives have reconciled administrative 

law with this principle. Today, administrative law is seen as a mechanism that strengthens the 

Rule of Law by holding public authorities accountable for their actions, ensuring transparency, 

and safeguarding individual rights. 

The Rule of Law acts as a protection against the capricious use of power, demanding that 

decisions be grounded on reasoned argument and subject to judicial review.28 It also builds 

                                                           
24 A.V. Dicey, Introduction to the Study of the Law of the Constitution (10th edn, Macmillan 1959) 202. 
25 Wade (n 3) 17. 
26 Tom Bingham, The Rule of Law (Penguin 2010) 55. 
27 Mark Elliott and Jason N E Varuhas (eds), Administrative Law: Principles and Policy (Hart Publishing 2018) 

94. 
28 Lord Bingham, ‘The Rule of Law’ (2007) 66(1) Cambridge Law Journal 67, 69. 
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trust in public institutions through ensuring fair and equitable governance. In democratic 

regimes, the Rule of Law gives a framework for the balance of state power and individual 

rights, avoiding the misuse of power and allowing a society where justice triumphs. 

Modern understanding of the Rule of Law also focuses on its flexibility to counter the 

challenges of contemporary governance. In fields such as environmental regulation, cyber-

governance, and international law, the Rule of Law is still a foundational principle, where 

changing societal requirements are fulfilled in a legal and ethical context. Through the 

correlation of governance with the values of accountability, transparency, and equity, the Rule 

of Law continues to promote justice in an increasingly interdependent and dynamic world.29 

DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION OF POWERS 

The doctrine of the separation of powers, espoused by Montesquieu, supports the division of 

government functions among three separate branches—the legislature, executive, and 

judiciary—to ensure that there is no concentration and abuse of power. This doctrine provides 

that no one branch will have absolute power, thus promoting a system of checks and balances 

that is essential to democratic government. Although strict adherence to the doctrine is usually 

impracticable because of the intricacies of contemporary governance, its spirit remains central 

to institutional autonomy and accountability.30 

In India, the Constitution demonstrates a subtle application of the separation of powers. 

Although there is no direct reference to a strict division, the organization of governance 

distinctly separates the roles and functions of each branch. The judiciary, legislature, and 

executive function autonomously within their respective spheres, yet interact dynamically to 

ensure that power is exercised responsibly and in accordance with constitutional principles.31 

Landmark judgments, including Keshavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala, have once again 

established the significance of ensuring the equilibrium among these branches. The judiciary 

has especially been crucial in interpreting the doctrine to preserve constitutional values. 

Judicial review, for example, serves as a check on the legislative and executive actions to 

prevent them from overstepping constitutional limits. In the same manner, legislative scrutiny 

                                                           
29 Joseph Raz, ‘The Rule of Law and Its Virtue’ (1977) 93(2) Law Quarterly Review 197. 
30 Craig (n 1) 20. 
31 PN Bhagwati, ‘Judicial Activism under the Indian Constitution’ (1984) 24(3) Indian Law Review 30. 
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of the executive and the judiciary's compliance with statutory and constitutional provisions are 

prime examples of the system of checks and balances functioning. 

The doctrine's persistence in relevance is its capacity to evolve and accommodate changing 

governance issues, avoiding the concentration of power while encouraging accountability and 

democratic principles. The balance ensures that every branch operates within its parameters 

while together maintaining the principles of justice, equity, and the rule of law.32 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

LAW 

Constitutional law and administrative law are intertwined, with each complementing the other 

in creating the framework of public law. Constitutional law sets the foundation for the 

governmental structure, powers, and functions, while administrative law gives the implements 

and mechanisms for the practical execution of these powers. Together, they make sure that 

governance runs under a legal scheme that ensures justice, accountability, and the rule of law. 33 

Constitutional law sets out the basic principles of the state, outlining the powers of the 

legislature, executive, and judiciary, and setting limits to avoid abuse of power. It is the law of 

the land, giving the foundation for all legal and administrative actions.34 Administrative 

law, by contrast, deals with the exercise of these powers, controlling the activities of 

administrative agencies and ensuring that their actions are lawful, reasonable, and 

in conformity with constitutional principles. 

This inter-relationship of the two is quite apparent with regard to the doctrine of judicial 

review, the constitutional law.35 Through judicial review, the courts subject the conduct of 

administrative agencies to ensure it does not violate constitutional provisions or go beyond 

their legal powers. Constitutional law's fundamental rights also act as a touchstone for 

administrative law to ensure that the exercise of the power of administration does not jeopardize 

people's liberties. 

A second field of intersection is delegated legislation, in which administrative powers are 

authorized to promulgate rules and regulations within the parameters established by 

                                                           
32 Joseph Raz, ‘The Rule of Law and Its Virtue’ (1977) 93(2) Law Quarterly Review 195. 
33 Elliott and Varuhas (n 27) 1. 
34 Tom Bingham, The Rule of Law (Penguin 2010) 45. 
35 Marbury v Madison 5 US (1 Cranch) 137 (1803). 
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constitutional and statutory provisions. The doctrines of natural justice, including the right to a 

fair hearing and the rule against bias, also reflect this intersection. These doctrines, based on 

constitutional assurances of equality, fairness, and justice, inform administrative decision-

making and protect individuals from arbitrary action. 

Essentially, constitutional law sets the broad framework and guiding principles, whereas 

administrative law translates these principles into action in the daily operations of the 

government. Their complementary nature makes sure that governance is effective, transparent, 

and accountable, upholding the principles of democracy and the rule of law.36 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION: MEANING AND CLASSIFICATION  

Meaning 

Administrative action is the choices, orders, and policies made by government officials to 

implement public policies and achieve the ends of governance. It is the concrete manifestation 

of legislative will, converting general laws into concrete steps that have a direct effect on 

society. Administrative actions are necessary for the operation of the state and include a broad 

spectrum of activities, ranging from rule-making to adjudication, and from enforcement to 

implementation.37 Administrative actions can involve complex decision-making processes, as 

they must address societal needs while adhering to the legal framework, ensuring fairness, 

accountability, and efficiency in governance. 

Administrative actions are not only limited to the ordinary operation of government but also 

include deeper engagement between policy, law, and citizen demands. Administrative actions 

tend to be flexible because they are aimed at responding to changing situations, managing 

emerging challenges, and realizing the dynamic demands of contemporary governance. 

CLASSIFICATION 

1. Rule-Making (Delegated Legislation): Administrative powers, with the delegation of 

legislative authority, can make rules and regulations to enact and fine-tune legislation. 

Delegated legislation provides for the ongoing modification of laws to suit current needs and 

the efficient regulation of niche areas like health, environment, and commerce. The rules made 

                                                           
36 Mads Andenas and Duncan Fairgrieve (eds), Courts and Comparative Law (OUP 2015) 140. 
37 Elliott and Varuhas (n 27) 13. 
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in this way facilitate a systematic method of addressing practical, on-the-ground issues, 

guaranteeing efficiency and responsiveness.38 

2. Quasi-Judicial Actions: These are administrative decisions that call for observance of the 

principles of natural justice. They include disciplinary action or a license to operate. In such 

instances, the decision-maker is supposed to act fairly, give the chance to have a fair hearing, 

and see to it that no prejudice affects the outcome. Quasi-judicial actions incorporate legal 

rationality while at the same time exercising administrative function, ensuring procedural 

fairness while still being operationally efficient. 

3. Ministerial Actions: Ministerial actions are ordinary, non-discretionary functions that entail 

the performance of prescribed duties, including the granting of licenses, certifications, or 

permits. Ministerial actions do not entail personal judgment but the implementation of 

predetermined rules or guidelines. The function of ministerial actions is to ensure operational 

efficiency in the administrative machinery, and basic administrative functions are performed 

in a timely and systematic manner. 

4. Discretionary Action: In some cases, administrative authorities have the authority to decide 

with the aid of discretion and judgment. These measures are unavoidable when rigid rules 

cannot be exercised in the presence of complexity or unpredictability circumstances. 39 

Discretionary powers provide administrative authorities with the ability to respond to 

unexpected issues or develop solutions that are not specifically outlined in current law. These 

actions are essential in providing flexibility and responsiveness to dynamic societal needs.40 

5. Adjudicatory Actions: Adjudicatory actions refer to the resolution of disputes through 

administrative bodies, which can exercise judicial functions in specialized areas.41 This 

involves settling issues like labour conflicts, tax, or social security claims. Though these 

tribunals lack the complete judicial authority of the courts, they are given the mandate to render 

binding determinations that are essential to the efficient functioning of the legal system. 

Administrative tribunals fall under this category, offering a convenient, efficient, and expert 

forum for resolving disputes.42 

                                                           
38 Jeffrey Jowell and Dawn Oliver (eds), The Changing Constitution (9th edn, OUP 2019) 132. 
39 Kesavananda Bharati v State of Kerala [1973] 4 SCC 225. 
40 Ram Jawaya Kapur v State of Punjab [1955] AIR SC 549. 
41 Union of India v Tarachand Gupta & Bros [1971] AIR SC 1558. 
42 Indian Medical Association v Union of India [2011] AIR SC 2365. 
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6. Investigatory Actions: Administrative authorities often engage in investigatory actions, 

where they collect information or conduct inquiries to gather facts for making decisions.43 

These may include probing into regulatory compliance with laws, criminality, or public 

grievances. Investigatory activities are important to ensure openness, hold accountable 

individuals or groups, and facilitate the government in responding to law breaches or policy 

violations. 

7. Enforcement Actions: Administrative agencies usually have the responsibility of enforcing 

legislation, rules, or court rulings. Enforcement steps may include levying fines, penalties, or 

other remedial actions to force compliance. Enforcement steps are essential in upholding law 

and order, especially in areas like the protection of the environment, consumer affairs, and 

public health, where timely action is required to protect public interests. 

8. Policy-Making Actions: Administrative agencies also have a significant role in policy-

making, determining the direction of government programs according to the demands of 

society. Although policy-making itself is first the responsibility of the legislature, 

administrative agencies are usually involved in the development of policies and strategies that 

direct the implementation of laws. These measures enable the government to respond to 

intricate problems, including economic growth, national defense, and social welfare, in a 

manner that is consistent with changing national priorities.44 

Through these different forms of administrative actions, the government authorities have a vital 

function to preserve public order, promote social welfare, and ensure that the laws are applied 

fairly. The distinction between administrative actions helps organize the immense and intricate 

activities of the government, creating a clear vision of the character and extent of authority 

wielded by administrative agencies. This organizational scheme is necessary to ensure checks 

and balances, forestall the abuse of power, and protect the rights of citizens in the process of 

governance. 

CONCLUSION 

Administrative law is the pillar of good and fair government, serving as a link between policy-

making and policy implementation realization.45 It ensures that the functioning of 

                                                           
43 Shyam Sunder v State of Rajasthan [1974] AIR SC 890. 
44 Unni Krishnan v State of Andhra Pradesh [1993] AIR SC 2178. 
45 Craig (n 1) 1. 
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administrative authorities aligns with constitutional principles, safeguarding the rights of 

individuals while promoting efficiency and accountability in public administration. Its 

significance extends beyond mere procedural compliance, embedding the principles of 

fairness, equity, and justice within the governance framework. 

The development of administrative law in different jurisdictions—e.g., the UK's focus on 

judicial review, the USA's strong procedural protections under the Administrative Procedure 

Act, France's distinctive Droit Administratif, and India's active interplay between constitutional 

and administrative law—testifies to its ability to accommodate different political and legal 

systems. This versatility is essential in meeting the complex challenges of contemporary 

governance, such as globalization, environmental sustainability, technological change, and the 

growing demand for citizen-oriented policies. 

Administrative law harmonizes critical doctrines like the Rule of Law, which ensures that no 

one is above the law,46 with the Separation of Powers, which maintains a system of checks and 

balances. Simultaneously, it accommodates administrative discretion, allowing flexibility in 

decision-making to address complex, unforeseen circumstances. These elements together 

create a balanced framework that enables governments to function effectively while protecting 

the rights of their citizens. 

In the midst of growing societal complexities and the challenges of governance, administrative 

law remains instrumental in promoting transparency, guaranteeing accountability, and 

encouraging participatory governance. It empowers citizens by offering means for redressal 

against acts of arbitrariness, inculcating public trust in administrative institutions.47 

In the future, the work of administrative law will only increase as governments aim to respond 

to new global challenges like climate change, e-governance, pandemics, and socio-economic 

disparities. In adapting to these challenges, administrative law will continue to be an essential 

component in framing governance that is just, resilient, and inclusive, such that the pillars of 

democracy and the rule of law remain relevant in a constantly evolving world. 

                                                           
46 Bingham (n 34) 65. 
47 Forsyth (n 8). 
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