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INTRODUCTION

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”"

- Nelson Mandela

Education is the process of gaining knowledge, skills, values, and habits that help a person
grow and become a responsible member of society. In simple words, education means learning
new things that improve our thinking and behaviour. It is not limited to schools and colleges;
we learn from our family, friends, society, books, and life experiences as well. Education plays
an important role in shaping a person’s personality and developing qualities such as discipline,
confidence, honesty and creativity. It helps individuals understand the difference between right
and wrong and prepares them to face the challenges of life. Through education, people become
aware of their rights and duties and contribute positively to society. Therefore, education is
not merely the acquisition of academic knowledge or degrees; it is a lifelong process that
empowers individuals, processes that empowers individuals, promotes social progress, and lays

the foundation for a better and more developed nation.

After understanding the concept of education important to understand each other.? Youth
culture refers to the ideas, values, attitudes, interests, and lifestyles shared by young people in
society. In simple words, it is the way young people think, behave, dress, communicate and
express themselves. Youth culture is influenced by many factors such as education, family,

friends, social media, technology, music, and globalisation. It plays an important role in

"BA LLB, SECOND YEAR, KANORIA SCHOOL OF LAW FOR WOMEN, JAIPUR.
! Nelson Mandela, Address at the Launch of the Mindset Network, Johannesburg, S. Afr. (July 16, 2003).
2 S.R. Sharma, Philosophical and Sociological Foundations of Education 12—18 (Kanishka Publishers 2008).
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bringing social change and innovation and reflects the aspirations, creativity, and energy of the

younger generation.

Education and culture share a close and dynamic relationship as both influence each other in
many ways. Education helps young people develop knowledge, values, discipline, and critical
thinking, which guide their attitudes and behaviour. It encourages them to become responsible
citizens and make positive contributions to society. On the other hand, youth culture influences
education by bringing new ideas, creativity, and changing expectations. The increasing use of
technology, social media, and modern learning methods among young people is transforming
the educational system. Thus, education and youth culture work together to shape the

personality of individuals and the progress of society as a whole.
MEANING AND CONCEPT OF EDUCATION

Education is the foundation of human development and one of the most powerful tools for
bringing about social, economic and cultural progress. The word educate means to bring up or
lead out or to draw forth. Thus, education is a continuous process of developing the intellectual,

moral, emotional, and physical abilities of an individual.

In a broader sense, education is not merely the acquisition of knowledge from books or
classrooms. It is a lifelong process through which a person learns values, skills, and attitudes
necessary for leading a meaningful and responsible life. It helps individuals understand
themselves, adapt to society, and contribute positively to the development of their community

and nation.’
Education may be classified into three parts —

Formal Education: This refers to structured learning provided in schools, colleges, and

universities according to recognised qualifications and degrees.

Informal Education: Informal education takes place outside the formal education system. It
is acquired through family, friends, daily experiences, media, and social interaction. It plays an

important role in shaping a person’s character and personality.

3 J.S. Brubacher, Modern Philosophies of Education 21-32 (4" ed., McGraw-Hill Book Co. 1962).
S.R. Sharma, Philosophical and Sociological Foundations of Education 18-27 (Kanishka Publishers 2008);
INDIA CONST. Arts. 21A, 45.
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Non-Formal Education: This includes organised learning activities conducted outside the
traditional classroom setting, such as vocational training, skill development programs, online
courses, and adult education. It is designed to meet the educational needs of different sections

of society.

The concept of education extends beyond academic achievement. It aims to develop the overall
personality of an individual by nurturing critical thinking, creativity, qualities and social
responsibility. An educated person is expected not only to possess knowledge but also to

possess knowledge but also to use it wisely for the welfare of society.

In the Indian context, education has been a fundamental right under Article 21A of the
Constitution of India. Which grantees free and compulsory education to children between the
ages of 6-14 years. The constitutional recognition reflects the importance of education in
promoting equality, increasing employment opportunities, and encouraging active participation
in democratic governance. It enables young people to make informed decisions, respect
diversity, and uphold constitutional values. Therefore, the concept of education is
comprehensive and dynamic. It is not limited to classroom instruction but encompasses the
holistic development of individuals and compassionate human beings. In today’s rapidly
changing world, education remains the key to personal growth, social transformation and

sustainable national development.

Understanding Youth Culture: Youth culture refers to the way young people think, behave,
communicate, and express themselves in society. It includes their values, beliefs, interests,
lifestyle, fashion, language, and the choices they make in their daily lives. *It is not limited to
music or entertainment; it also reflects their opinions on education, career, social issues, and
their role in society. As society changes, youth culture also changes because young people

quickly adapt to new ideas, technologies, and lifestyles.

Importance of Technology and Globalisation: Youth is an important stage of life because it
is the time when people develop their personality, confidence, and dreams for the future.
During this period, young people are full of energy, creativity, and curiosity. They are more

willing to accept new ideas and bring positive changes to society. Therefore, understanding

4 David Buckingham, Youth, Identity, and Digital Media 1-15 (The MIT Press 2008).

www.jlrjs.com 303




VOL. 5 ISSUE 4 Journal of Legal Research and Juridical Sciences ISSN (0O): 2583-0066

youth culture helps us understand the thinking, aspirations, and challenges of today's

generation.

In today's world, youth culture is greatly influenced by technology and globalisation. Most
young people have grown up using smartphones, the internet, and social media.> They connect
with people from different countries through platforms such as Instagram and YouTube. These
platforms allow them to share ideas, learn new skills, express their opinions, and stay updated
with events happening around the world. Because of this, youth culture has become more

connected and diverse than ever before.

Self-Expression and Identity: One of the most important features of youth culture is the desire
to express one's own identity. Young people like to show their personality through their
education, career goals, hobbies, fashion, language, music, and social activities. At the same
time, they are influenced by their families, teachers, friends, and cultural traditions. They try
to maintain a balance between traditional values and modern lifestyles, which makes today's

youth culture unique.

Education plays a very important role in shaping youth culture. Schools, colleges, and
universities do much more than provide academic knowledge. They help students develop
discipline, confidence, leadership qualities, teamwork, and a sense of social responsibility.
Education also teaches young people to respect equality, diversity, human rights, and the values
of the Constitution. It prepares them to become responsible citizens who can contribute to the

progress of the country.

Social Media and Digital Culture: Social Media has become an important part of the lives of
young people.® It helps them communicate with others, learn new things, and spread awareness
about important issues such as education, environmental protection, gender equality, and
mental health. Many young people also use social media to support social causes and
participate in public discussions. However, excessive use of social media can also create
problems such as cyberbullying, fake news, addiction, stress, and less face-to-face interaction.

Therefore, it is important to use digital technology wisely and responsibly.

5 UNESCO, Global Education Monitoring Report 2023: Technology in Education—A Tool on Whose Terms?
45-58 (UNESCO 2023).
¢ David Buckingham, Youth, Identity, and Digital Media 45-68 (The MIT Press 2008).
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Another important aspect of modern youth culture is the growing awareness of mental health
and social issues. Today's youth openly discuss topics like anxiety, depression, emotional well-
being, climate change, and social justice. They actively participate in awareness campaigns,
volunteer work, and community activities. This shows that young people today are not only

concerned about their personal success but also about creating a better society.’

Changing Career Aspirations: The career goals of young people have also changed over
time. Earlier, most people preferred secure government or corporate jobs. Today, many young
people are interested in freelancing, entrepreneurship, content creation, digital marketing, and
other careers in the creator economy. They believe that success is not only about earning money
but also about doing meaningful work, following their passion, and maintaining a healthy
work-life balance. Education should therefore help students develop practical skills, creativity,

and digital knowledge so that they can succeed in today's changing world.

Fashion and lifestyle are also important parts of youth culture. Young people enjoy expressing
themselves through their clothing and personal style. Many prefer comfortable and simple
fashion while also supporting sustainable practices such as thrift shopping and recycling
clothes. Fashion trends change quickly because of social media, but the main purpose remains

the same: to express individuality and confidence.

Youth culture has a significant impact on society. Young people contribute to national
development through education, innovation, entrepreneurship, sports, arts, and social service.
Their enthusiasm and willingness to accept change help society move forward. At the same
time, proper guidance from parents, teachers, educational institutions, and society is necessary

to ensure that this energy is used in a positive direction.®

Relationship Between Education and Youth Culture: Misinformation, academic stress, and
reduced face-to-face interaction. Therefore, digital technology should be used responsibly to

support both education and personal development.

Education, Social Awareness and Responsible Citizenship: Education helps young people
understand important issues such as gender equality, environmental protection, constitutional
values, human rights, and social justice. Through classroom discussions, awareness campaigns,

community service, legal aid programmes, and volunteer activities, students become socially

7 Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Gov't of India, National Youth Policy 2014 15-20 (2014).
8 Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Gov't of India, National Youth Policy 2014 15-20 (2014).
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responsible citizens. At the same time, youth culture encourages young people to raise their
voices against injustice and actively participate in social and environmental movements. This

mutual relationship strengthens democracy and promotes active citizenship.

Career Development and Changing Aspirations: Education provides knowledge, skills, and
confidence that help young people achieve their career goals. It develops communication skills,
leadership qualities, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities. At the same time, modern
youth culture has changed the way young people view success. Many students are now
interested in entrepreneurship, freelancing, digital marketing, content creation, and the creator
economy instead of only traditional jobs. Education must therefore equip students with
practical skills, digital literacy, creativity, and innovation so that they can succeed in a rapidly

changing world.

Challenges in the Relationship: Although education and youth culture support each other,
they also face several challenges. Peer pressure, academic stress, social media addiction,
cyberbullying, misinformation, unemployment, and the influence of popular culture can
negatively affect students.” Sometimes, the attraction towards online trends and entertainment
may reduce students' interest in studies. Therefore, parents, teachers, educational institutions,
and society should guide young people in maintaining a healthy balance between education,

technology, and modern lifestyle.

Constitutional and Legal Perspective: The Constitution of India recognises education as an
essential means of individual and social development. Article 21A!° guarantees the Right to
Education for children between the ages of six and fourteen years. Articles 14 and 15 ensure
equality and prohibit discrimination in educational opportunities. Article 19(1)(a) guarantees
freedom of speech and expression, allowing young people to express their ideas responsibly,
while Article S51A encourages every citizen to develop scientific temper, humanism, and the
spirit of inquiry. These constitutional provisions strengthen the relationship between education

and youth culture by promoting equality, knowledge, responsibility, and democratic values.

° David Buckingham, Youth, Identity, and Digital Media 85-102 (The MIT Press 2008).
10 INDIA CONSTITUTION. Article. 19(1)(a).
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POSITIVE IMPACT OF EDUCATION ON YOUTH

Education plays a vital role in shaping the lives of young people.!! It is not only a means of
acquiring knowledge but also a process of developing character, skills, values, and confidence.
Education prepares young people to face the challenges of life, make informed decisions, and
contribute positively to society. It empowers them to become responsible citizens and helps in

the overall development of the nation.

Development of Knowledge and Skills: The primary purpose of education is to provide
knowledge and develop essential skills. It helps young people understand different subjects,
improve their communication abilities, enhance critical thinking, and develop problem-solving
skills. These qualities enable them to make informed decisions and adapt to the changing needs

of society.

Personality Development: Education plays an important role in shaping the personality of
young people. It develops self-confidence, discipline, honesty, leadership, teamwork, and a
positive attitude. Through classroom learning, extracurricular activities, and social interaction,
students become more responsible, independent, and capable of handling different situations

in life.

Better Employment Opportunities: One of the most significant benefits of education is that
it increases employment opportunities.!> A well-educated person is more likely to secure a
stable job, earn a better income, and enjoy financial independence. In today's competitive
world, education also encourages entrepreneurship, innovation, and skill development,

enabling young people to explore diverse career options.

Social Awareness and Responsible Citizenship: Education creates awareness about
important social issues such as gender equality, environmental protection, human rights,
constitutional values, and social justice. It encourages young people to participate in
community service, social welfare programmes, and democratic processes. Educated youth are
more likely to respect diversity, uphold the rule of law, and contribute to the development of a

just and inclusive society.

1 John Dewey, Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education 97118 (The
Macmillan Co. 1916).
12 UNESCO, Education for Sustainable Development Goals: Learning Objectives 10-24 (UNESCO 2017).

www.jlrjs.com 307




VOL. 5 ISSUE 4 Journal of Legal Research and Juridical Sciences ISSN (0O): 2583-0066

Promotion of Equality and Inclusion: Education promotes equality by providing equal
opportunities to individuals regardless of their gender, caste, religion, or economic background.
It helps reduce discrimination and encourages mutual respect and understanding among
different communities. An inclusive education system strengthens social harmony and national

unity.

Mental and Emotional Development: Education contributes to the mental and emotional
well-being of young people. It teaches them how to think logically, manage emotions, solve
conflicts peacefully, and cope with stress. Educational institutions also provide opportunities
for counselling, sports, cultural activities, and personality development programmes, which

support the overall growth of students.

Digital Literacy and Innovation: In the modern world, education helps young people develop
digital skills and technological knowledge. Students learn to use computers, the internet,
artificial intelligence, and digital platforms for learning and communication. These skills are
essential for higher education, employment, research, and innovation. Education also

encourages creativity and helps young people adapt to technological advancements.!3

National Development: Educated youth are valuable assets to a nation. They contribute to
economic growth, scientific research, entrepreneurship, public administration, healthcare, law,
and social development. By promoting knowledge, innovation, and ethical values, education
helps create responsible citizens who actively participate in nation-building and democratic

governance.

Constitutional Perspective: The Constitution of India recognises education as a fundamental
tool for achieving equality, justice, and human dignity.'* “Article 21A guarantees the Right to
Education for children between the ages of six and fourteen years. Articles 14 and 15 ensure
equality and prohibit discrimination in educational opportunities. Article 51A encourages
every citizen to develop scientific temper, humanism, and the spirit of inquiry”. These
constitutional provisions highlight the importance of education in empowering youth and

strengthening democracy.

13 UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children 2021: On My Mind—Promoting, Protecting and Caring for
Children’s Mental Health 40-55 (2021).
4 INDIA CONSTITUTION Artticle 14, 21A & 51A(h).
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Education has a positive and lasting impact on the lives of young people. It provides
knowledge, develops character, improves career opportunities, promotes equality, and creates
socially responsible citizens. It also encourages innovation, leadership, and lifelong learning.
Therefore, education is not only essential for the personal growth of youth but also for the
social, economic, and democratic development of the nation. An educated youth population is

the foundation of a strong, progressive, and inclusive society.
CHALLENGES FACED BY YOUTH IN EDUCATION

Education is essential for the growth and development of young people. However, despite
significant improvements in the education system, many students continue to face challenges
that affect their academic performance, mental well-being, and future opportunities. '*These
challenges arise due to social, economic, technological, and personal factors. Addressing these
issues is necessary to ensure that every young person receives quality education and has an

equal opportunity to succeed.

Financial and Economic Challenges: Many students come from economically weaker
families and struggle to afford school or college fees, books, transportation, digital devices,
and other educational expenses. Financial difficulties often force students to take part-time jobs
or even discontinue their education. Although scholarships and government schemes provide

support, many deserving students still face barriers in accessing quality education.

Unequal Access to Quality Education: The quality of education is not the same in every
region. Students living in rural and remote areas often face a shortage of qualified teachers,
proper classrooms, libraries, laboratories, and internet facilities. This creates inequality in
learning opportunities and affects the overall development of young people. Equal access to

quality education is essential for achieving social justice and national progress.

Academic Pressure and Competition: Modern education has become highly competitive.
Students are expected to perform well in examinations, secure high grades, and prepare for
competitive entrance tests. This constant pressure often leads to stress, anxiety, fear of failure,
and low self-confidence. In some cases, excessive academic pressure may negatively affect

students' mental and physical health.

15 UNESCO, Education for Sustainable Development Goals: Learning Objectives 25-40 (UNESCO 2017).
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Mental Health Issues: Mental health has become a major concern among young people.!®
Anxiety, depression, loneliness, emotional stress, and low self-esteem are increasingly
common among students. Academic expectations, family pressure, social comparison, and
uncertainty about future careers often contribute to these problems.!” Educational institutions
should provide counselling services, mental health awareness programmes, and a supportive

learning environment to help students cope with these challenges.

Digital Divide and Misuse of Technology: Technology has made education more accessible,
but not every student has equal access to digital resources. Many students lack smartphones,
laptops, stable internet connections, or digital skills. At the same time, excessive use of social
media, online gaming, and digital entertainment can distract students from their studies.
Cyberbullying, misinformation, and privacy concerns have also become serious challenges in

the digital learning environment.

Unemployment and Skill Gap: Many young people face difficulty in finding employment
even after completing their education. One of the major reasons is the gap between academic
learning and industry requirements. Employers often expect practical skills, communication
abilities, digital literacy, and problem-solving skills, while many students receive mostly
theoretical education. Therefore, educational institutions should focus more on skill

development, internships, vocational training, and career guidance.

Gender Inequality and Social Discrimination: Although access to education has improved,
many young people still face discrimination based on gender, caste, religion, disability, or
economic background. In some communities, girls are denied equal educational opportunities
due to social customs, early marriage, or financial constraints. Such discrimination prevents
many talented students from achieving their full potential and weakens the principles of

equality and justice.

Peer Pressure and Social Influence: Young people are often influenced by friends, social
media, and popular culture. Peer pressure may encourage unhealthy competition, substance

abuse, irresponsible behaviour, or excessive dependence on social media. Students may also

16 UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children 2021: On My Mind—Promoting, Protecting and Caring for
Children’s Mental Health 20—40 (UNICEF 2021).

Official Source: UNICEF — The State of the World’s Children 2021

17 UNESCO, Global Education Monitoring Report 2023: Technology in Education—A Tool on Whose Terms?
58-75 (UNESCO 2023).

Official Source: UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report 2023
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feel pressured to follow trends instead of focusing on their personal goals and education.
Developing self-confidence and receiving proper guidance from parents and teachers can help

students make better decisions.

Lack of Career Guidance: Many students are uncertain about choosing the right career path
because they do not receive proper counselling or information about available opportunities.
This confusion may lead to wrong career choices, dissatisfaction, and unemployment.
Educational institutions should provide career counselling, skill assessment, and exposure to

different professions so that students can make informed decisions.

Constitutional Perspective: The Constitution of India recognises education as a fundamental
right and an essential means of achieving equality and social justice. Article 21 A guarantees
the Right to Education for children between the ages of six and fourteen years. Articles 14 and
15 ensure equality before the law and prohibit discrimination in educational opportunities.
Article 46 directs the State to promote the educational and economic interests of weaker
sections of society. These constitutional provisions emphasise the responsibility of the State to

remove barriers and ensure inclusive, quality education for every child and young person.

Despite remarkable progress in the field of education, many young people continue to face
challenges related to financial difficulties, unequal access to quality education, academic
pressure, mental health, unemployment, technological inequalities, and social discrimination.
Addressing these challenges requires the combined efforts of the government, educational
institutions, families, and society. By ensuring inclusive, accessible, and quality education,
India can empower its youth and prepare them to contribute effectively to the country's social,

economic, and democratic development.
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO EDUCATION AND YOUTH

The Constitution of India recognises education as one of the most important tools for individual
development and national progress.!® It guarantees equal opportunities in education and
promotes the welfare of children and young people through Fundamental Rights, Directive
Principles of State Policy, and Fundamental Duties. These constitutional provisions aim to
create an educated, responsible, and socially aware youth who can contribute to the growth of

the nation.

'8 M.P. Jain, Indian Constitutional Law 1405-1435 (8th ed. 2018).
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Article 14 — Right to Equality: Article 14 guarantees equality before the law and equal
protection of the laws to every person. In the field of education, this Article ensures that every
student is treated equally and receives equal protection without any arbitrary discrimination. It

forms the foundation of equal educational opportunities in India.'

Article 15 — Prohibition of Discrimination: Article 15 prohibits discrimination on the
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. It also allows the State to make special
provisions for women, children, socially and educationally backward classes, Scheduled Castes
(SCs), and Scheduled Tribes (STs). This provision helps promote inclusive education and equal

access to educational institutions.

Article 21A — Right to Education: Article 21A, inserted by the 86th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2002, guarantees free and compulsory education to all children between the
ages of 6 and 14 years. This right is implemented through the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act). It reflects the commitment of the Constitution to

ensure that every child receives basic education regardless of economic or social background.

Article 19(1)(a) — Freedom of Speech and Expression: Article 19(1)(a) guarantees the
freedom of speech and expression. Educational institutions encourage students to express their
opinions, participate in debates, conduct research, and discuss social, legal, and political issues.
This freedom promotes critical thinking, creativity, and democratic participation among young

people.

Article 21 — Right to Life and Personal Liberty: Article 21 guarantees the right to life and
personal liberty. The Supreme Court has interpreted this Article broadly to include the right to
live with dignity, and education is considered an essential part of a dignified life. Education

enables individuals to improve their quality of life and fully enjoy other constitutional rights.

Article 39(f) — Protection of Children: Article 39(f), which is part of the Directive Principles
of State Policy, directs the State to ensure that children are given opportunities to develop in a
healthy and dignified manner. It also aims to protect children against exploitation, neglect, and
moral or material abandonment. Education plays an important role in achieving these

objectives.

19 V.N. Shukla, Constitution of India 245-275 (13" ed. 2017).

w
—
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Article 45 — Early Childhood Care and Education: Article 45 directs the State to provide
early childhood care and education for children below the age of six years. Early education is
essential for the physical, emotional, and intellectual development of children and lays the

foundation for lifelong learning.

Article 46 — Promotion of Educational Interests of Weaker Sections: Article 46 directs the
State to promote the educational and economic interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and other weaker sections of society. It also requires the State to protect them from
social injustice and exploitation. This provision aims to reduce educational inequality and

ensure equal opportunities for all.

Article 5S1A(k) — Fundamental Duty of Parents: Article 51A(k) makes it the fundamental
duty of every parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to their child or ward
between the ages of 6 and 14 years. This provision emphasises that ensuring education is not

only the responsibility of the government but also of parents and guardians.

Importance of Constitutional Provisions: These constitutional provisions ensure that
education is accessible, inclusive, and based on the principles of equality, justice, and human
dignity. They protect the educational rights of children and youth, promote social justice, and
encourage the development of responsible and informed citizens. Together, these Articles
strengthen India's commitment to building an educated society capable of contributing to

democratic governance and national development.

The Constitution of India provides a strong legal framework for promoting education and
protecting the interests of children and youth. Through Fundamental Rights, Directive
Principles of State Policy, and Fundamental Duties, it guarantees equal educational
opportunities and encourages the holistic development of every individual. These
constitutional safeguards ensure that education remains a powerful instrument for achieving

social justice, equality, and national progress.
IMPORTANT CASE LAWS RELATING TO EDUCATION AND YOUTH

The Supreme Court of India has played a significant role in protecting the right to education
and ensuring equal educational opportunities. Through various landmark judgments, the Court
has interpreted constitutional provisions and strengthened the rights of children and young

people. Some of the most important case laws are discussed below.
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Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka (1992) —

Facts: The Government of Karnataka allowed private medical colleges to charge very high
capitation fees from students who were not residents of the State. Mohini Jain challenged this
policy, arguing that it violated the constitutional principles of equality and the right to

education.?’

Judgment: The Supreme Court held that the Right to Education is an essential part of the Right
to Life under Article 21 of the Constitution. The Court observed that education is necessary for
living a life with dignity and that charging excessive capitation fees made education

inaccessible to many deserving students.
Significance:
e Recognised education as a part of the Right to Life.
e Emphasised that education should not become a privilege only for the wealthy.
e Laid the foundation for later recognition of education as a Fundamental Right.
Unni Krishnan, J.P. v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1993) —

Facts: The constitutional validity of the admission process and fee structure in private

professional educational institutions was challenged before the Supreme Court.?!

Judgment: The Court held that every child has a fundamental right to free education up to the
age of 14 years under Article 21. Beyond this age, the State should provide educational

opportunities according to its economic capacity and development.
Significance:
e (larified the scope of the Right to Education.

e Became the basis for the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002, which introduced
Article 21A.

o Strengthened the responsibility of the State to provide elementary education.
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Society for Unaided Private Schools of Rajasthan v. Union of India (2012) —

Facts: Several private schools challenged the constitutional validity of the Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, particularly the provision requiring private
schools to reserve 25% of seats for children from economically weaker sections and

disadvantaged groups.??

Judgment: The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of the RTE Act and ruled
that the reservation of 25% seats in private unaided schools was constitutional (except for

certain minority educational institutions).
Significance:

e Strengthened the implementation of Article 21A.

e Promoted equal educational opportunities.

e Encouraged inclusive education by ensuring access for disadvantaged children.
Avinash Mehrotra v. Union of India (2009) —

Facts: The case arose after a tragic fire accident in a school, raising serious concerns about the

safety of school buildings and infrastructure.?®

Judgment: The Supreme Court directed all schools to follow proper fire safety measures and
maintain safe infrastructure for students. The Court held that providing a safe learning

environment is an essential part of the right to education.
Significance:
e Recognised student safety as an important aspect of education.
e Directed governments and schools to improve safety standards.

e Strengthened the protection of children's rights in educational institutions.

22 Soc'y for Unaided Priv. Schs. of Rajasthan v. Union of India, (2012) 6 S.C.C. 1 (India).
23 Avinash Mehrotra v. Union of India, (2009) 6 S.C.C. 398 (India).
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Overall Importance of These Judgments: These landmark decisions have significantly
strengthened the constitutional protection of education in India. They established that education
is closely linked with the Right to Life, Equality, and Human Dignity. They also ensured greater
access to education, promoted equality, protected students' safety, and encouraged the State to
fulfil its constitutional responsibility towards children and youth. These judgments continue to
guide educational policies and uphold the constitutional vision of creating an educated,

inclusive, and democratic society.
GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES FOR EDUCATION AND YOUTH

The Government of India has introduced several policies, laws, and programmes to improve
the quality of education and promote the overall development of young people. These
initiatives aim to provide equal educational opportunities, develop skills, encourage
innovation, and prepare youth to meet the challenges of the modern world. They also support

the constitutional goal of creating an educated, skilled, and responsible society.

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is one
of the most important reforms in India's education system. It focuses on providing quality
education that is flexible, inclusive, and skill-oriented. The policy encourages critical thinking,
creativity, digital learning, vocational education, and multidisciplinary studies. It also
introduces the 5+3+3+4 curriculum structure, promotes learning in the mother tongue during
the early years, and emphasises holistic development instead of rote learning. NEP 2020 aims

to prepare students for the needs of the twenty-first century.

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act 2009: The Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 was enacted to implement “Article 21 A
of the Constitution”.?* The Act guarantees free and compulsory education to every child
between the ages of 6 and 14 years. It also lays down standards for schools, teacher
qualifications, infrastructure, and student welfare. One of its important provisions requires
private unaided schools to reserve 25% of seats for children belonging to economically weaker

sections and disadvantaged groups.

Skill India Mission: The Skill India Mission, launched in 2015, aims to equip young people

with practical and employment-oriented skills. Through vocational training, technical

24 The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, No. 35 of 2009, INDIA CODE (2009).
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education, and industry-based programmes, the initiative helps youth improve their
employability and encourages entrepreneurship. It plays an important role in reducing

unemployment and supporting economic growth.?®

Digital India: The Digital India programme promotes the use of technology in education and
governance. It encourages digital literacy, online learning, e-governance, and access to
educational resources through digital platforms.?® The initiative has helped students access
online classes, e-books, digital libraries, and educational applications, especially after the

COVID-19 pandemic.

PM eVIDYA: PM eVIDYA is a digital education initiative launched to ensure uninterrupted
learning through online and television-based education.?’ It includes educational television
channels, digital content, online classes, and e-learning resources. This programme has helped

students continue their education even when physical schools were closed.

SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds): SWAYAM is the
Government of India's online learning platform that provides free courses from schools to
universities.?® Students can learn from experienced teachers and experts through video lectures,
study materials, assignments, and online assessments. It promotes lifelong learning and

improves access to quality education across the country.

National Digital Library of India (NDLI): The National Digital Library of India provides
free access to millions of books, journals, research papers, educational videos, and learning
materials.?® It helps students, teachers, and researchers access reliable academic resources

anytime and from anywhere, thereby promoting self-learning and research.

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao: The Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao scheme aims to improve the status
of girls by promoting education, preventing gender discrimination, and encouraging equal
opportunities.®” It creates awareness about the importance of educating girls and supports their

participation in schools and higher education.

25 Ministry of Skill Dev. & Entrepreneurship, Gov’t of India, Skill India Mission (2015).

26 Ministry of Elecs. & Info. Tech., Gov’t of India, Digital India Programme (2015).

27 Ministry of Educ., Gov’t of India, PM eVIDY A Programme (2020).

28 Ministry of Educ., Gov't of India, SWAYAM: Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Mind
2 Indian Inst. Of Tech. Kharagpur, National Digital Library of India.

30 Ministry of Women & Child Dev., Gov't of India, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme.
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National Youth Policy: The National Youth Policy focuses on the overall development of
young people by promoting education, skill development, employment, health, leadership, and
active participation in nation-building.?! It encourages youth to contribute to social, economic,

and democratic development.
IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

These initiatives have significantly improved access to education, promoted digital learning,
encouraged skill development, and created opportunities for innovation and entrepreneurship.
They have also strengthened equality in education by supporting economically weaker
sections, girls, rural students, and marginalised communities. Together, these programmes help
build an educated, skilled, and socially responsible youth population capable of contributing to

India's development.

Government initiatives have played a crucial role in strengthening India's education system and
empowering its youth. Through policies such as “NEP 2020, the RTE Act, 2009, Skill India,
Digital India, PM eVIDYA, SWAYAM, NDLI, Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, and the National
Youth Policy”, the Government has expanded educational opportunities and promoted
inclusive development. Continued implementation of these initiatives will help create a
knowledgeable, skilled, and responsible generation capable of leading India towards

sustainable growth and social justice.
SUGGESTIONS

Education and youth culture are closely connected and play a vital role in the development of
individuals and society.? To strengthen this relationship and overcome existing challenges, the

following suggestions may be considered:

Improve the Quality of Education: The government and educational institutions should focus
on improving the quality of education by providing trained teachers, updated learning
materials, modern classrooms, libraries, laboratories, and digital facilities. Quality education

should be made available to students in both urban and rural areas.

3! Ministry of Youth Affs. & Sports, Gov’t of India, National Youth Policy 2014 (2014

32 Ministry of Educ., Gov’t of India, National Education Policy 2020 (2020).

INDIA CONST. Arts. 14, 21A, 45,46 & 51A(h).

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, No. 35 of 2009, INDIA CODE (2009).
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Promote Skill-Based Learning: Education should not be limited to theoretical knowledge.
Schools and colleges should encourage practical learning, vocational training, internships,
legal aid programmes, and skill development so that students become employment-ready and

capable of meeting the demands of the modern world.

Strengthen Digital Education: Digital learning should be expanded by ensuring access to
affordable internet, computers, and smartphones for all students. At the same time, digital
literacy programmes should teach students how to use technology responsibly, identify

misinformation, and protect their online privacy.

Give Importance to Mental Health: Educational institutions should provide counselling
services, mental health awareness programmes, stress management workshops, and a
supportive environment. Students should be encouraged to seek help whenever they face

emotional or psychological difficulties without fear of stigma.

Encourage Constitutional and Moral Values: Schools and colleges should promote
constitutional values such as equality, justice, liberty, fraternity, and respect for human rights.
Activities like debates, legal awareness programmes, mock parliaments, and community

service can help students understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

Reduce Educational Inequality: Special attention should be given to students from
economically weaker sections, rural areas, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, minority
communities, and persons with disabilities. Scholarships, financial assistance, and improved

educational infrastructure should be provided to ensure equal opportunities for all.

Promote Innovation and Research: Educational institutions should encourage creativity,
research, entrepreneurship, and innovation. Students should be motivated to participate in
research projects, competitions, start-up programmes, and community-based initiatives to

develop practical knowledge and problem-solving skills.

Strengthen Career Guidance: Every school and college should provide career counselling
and guidance to help students choose suitable career paths according to their interests, abilities,

and future opportunities. Career guidance can reduce confusion and improve employability.

Encourage Active Youth Participation: Young people should be encouraged to participate

in social service, environmental protection, legal awareness campaigns, cultural programmes,
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and democratic activities. Such participation develops leadership qualities, social

responsibility, and a sense of national commitment.

Promote Collaboration Between Families, Schools, and Society: Parents, teachers,
educational institutions, and society should work together to create a positive learning
environment. Regular communication, guidance, and support can help young people overcome

challenges and develop into responsible, confident, and ethical citizens.
CONCLUSION

Education is the foundation of a strong and progressive nation, while youth are its greatest
strength. By improving the quality of education, promoting equality, encouraging innovation,
and supporting the overall development of young people, India can build an educated, skilled,
and socially responsible generation. A balanced relationship between education and youth
culture will not only benefit individuals but also contribute to national development, social
justice, and the successful realisation of the constitutional vision of an inclusive and democratic

society.

Education and youth culture are closely connected and together play a vital role in shaping the
future of society. Education is not only a means of acquiring knowledge but also a process of
developing values, critical thinking, discipline, creativity, and social responsibility. At the same
time, youth culture reflects the aspirations, ideas, and changing lifestyles of young people. In
the modern world, technology, globalisation, and social media have significantly influenced
the way young people learn, communicate, and participate in society. Therefore, education
must continuously adapt to these changes while preserving moral values, cultural heritage, and

constitutional principles.

The Constitution of India recognises education as a fundamental right and provides a strong
legal framework to ensure equality, dignity, and access to learning for every child. Through
landmark judgments, government initiatives such as the National Education Policy 2020, the
Right to Education Act, Skill India, Digital India, and various youth development programmes,
significant efforts have been made to improve educational opportunities and empower young
people. However, challenges such as unequal access to quality education, financial difficulties,
academic pressure, mental health concerns, digital inequality, and unemployment continue to
affect many students. These issues require the collective efforts of the government, educational

institutions, parents, and society.

www.jlrjs.com 320




VOL. 5 ISSUE 4 Journal of Legal Research and Juridical Sciences ISSN (0O): 2583-0066

A balanced relationship between education and youth culture is essential for building
responsible, skilled, and compassionate citizens. Education should not only prepare young
people for employment but also inspire them to uphold constitutional values, respect diversity,
protect human rights, and contribute positively to society. By promoting quality education,
innovation, digital literacy, and equal opportunities, India can empower its youth to become
leaders of social change and nation-building. An educated and value-based youth population is

the strongest foundation for a progressive, inclusive, and democratic nation.
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